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Information Division Jo muery -. 1928 rary pay Building | 


Air Corps Per a crane 3 es ie ee be, os eon, 0. 2. 

The chief vourpose of Beer als is to dietribute information on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corns, Natio - | 
al Guard and others connected with aviation. 
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PROMOTION LFGISLATION 


A number of bills were introduced in the House of Representatives on Des- 
ember 2Oth by Mr. Morin affeating the promction and retirement of officers o2 
the Regular Army. These bills provide varying forms of legislation with the 
object in view of accelerating the oromotion of officers of the Army, officer: 
of the Medical Department, Chaplains and Professors not teing included in the 
classification of promotion list officers. 

H.R. 8147 provides for officers to be placed upon the unlimited retired 
list after Z5 years of servics. 

Through the provisions of H.R. 8148, such number of Colonels as will no: 
exceed in number the di:ference between one-seventh of the number of vromotin. 
list colonels ani the number of vacancies which have occurred otherwise amonz 
promotion List Colonels during the fiscel year shall be designated by a board 
of general officers before tne end of each fiscal year for transfer from the 
active list to tne retired list. 

H.R. 3149 provices for one list designated as the "Regular Army Retire¢ 
List" with no subdivision into limited or unlimited lists. 

Under H.R. 8150, all officers belsow the grade 2f Colonel and above 'the 
grade of second lieutenant shall te subjected to an examination to determine 
their fitness for promotion... Those found physically disqualified shall be 
placed upon the retired list on the date they would stherwise have been pro- 
moted if found physically qualified. Those found disqualified for reasons 
other than siete tal Gisability shall be transferred from the active list as 
follows: Those of not more tnan ten years commissioned service shall be hon- 
oradly discharged with one year's pay; those of more than ten and less than 
twenty years comni ssioned service and wiuc are under “5 years of age shall be 
honorably discharged with a discharge allowance of $72 multiplied by the num- 
ber of commlete monti.s - service but not exceeding <40 months; all others 
shall be transferred to the wilimited retired Zist with retired pay at the 
rate of 24 percentum sf active pay multiplied by the number of complete years 
of service, but aot exceeding 30 years. In lieu of retirement under the pro-. 
visions of this Act, any officer may at his request be honorably discherged 
With the discnerze allowance hercinbefore prescribed. 

H.R. 3151 provides that che total authorized nunder of promotion list 
officers siiall be distribured in grades in the proportion of 28 one hundredtaz 
of one percent in the grade 2f major gererel of the line; 56 one rundredths 
of one percent iu the grade of brigadier general of the line; 5 percentum in 
the grade of colonel; 3 percentum in the grade of lieut.-colonel; not less then 
13 nor more than 26 rercentum in the gracenf major; and the remainder in the 
grades of Captain and first lieutenant.. Second lieutenants shall be nromoted 
to the next highcr graie when they are credited vith three years of servic?; 
lst Lieutenants, 10 years of service; captains, 17 years of service, provided 
that those credited with less tnan 17 years! service may be vromoted only in- 
sofar as necessary +o maintain the rrescribed minimum of 12 percentum in the 
grade of major. The promotion of captains credited with 17 years!’ service 
shall be deferred so long as may be necessary to prevent the presdribed min- 
imum of 26 percentum in the grade of Major being exceeded. Majors and Lieut. 
Colonels shall be promoted as vacancies occur in the respective next higher 
grades, ih 34, 

For purposes of computing eligibility for promotion, each promotion list 
officer below the grade of major shall be crcdited with continuous commission- 
ed service since that actual or constructive date of beginning of commissione- 
service in the Army which determines his position on the.promotion list, not- 
withstanding he.may have been out of the service some time between November 1°, 

1918, and the date of. acceptance of appointment as of July 1, 1920, but no o:- 
-l- V-5751,A.0. 








ficer below the grade of majcr shall be ercdited with less pommiscicvnued servire 
than any other below Him on the promotion list. 
. Under the orovisions of H.R. 8156, promotion list cfficers who were crigin 
ally appointed in the Regular Army or the Philippine Scouts prior to Jaly -, 
1920, or as of that date, may file apolications during each fiscal year to is 
transferred from the active list in the manner hereinsfter provided. On or te- 
fore June 30 of each fiscal year tnere shall be designated for transfer frez 
-the ective list from ameng eligible applicants therefor, recommended by a bceré 
of five general officers not below the grade of major general, such number of 4 
promotion list officers as will not exceed-one percentum of the total number <c’? 
promotion list officers then authorized in all grades. These officers shal. 0; 
ordered to their homes and upon exviration of such leave of absence with full 
pay as may be granted under existing law, shall be transferred from the acti‘, 
list as follows: Those of not more than ten years of commissioned service shaj 
be honorably discharged with one year's pay. Those of more than ten and less 
than twenty years of commissioned service, and who are under 6S years of age, 
shall be honorably discherged with a disch-rge allowance of $80 multiplied by 
the number of complete months of service, but not exceeding 240 months with 
Which credited in full fcr pav purposes. 

£11 others shall be transferred to the unlimited retired list with retire? 
pay at the rate of 2} percentum of active pay multiplied by the number of com- 
plete years of service but not exceeding 30 years. In lieu of retirement unde> 
the provisions of this act, any officer may at his request be honorably dische:g 
ed with the discharge allowance horeinbefore prescribed. 

Lieutenant-c .lonels retired upon application under the provisions of this 
act, who were originally apvocinted to the Regular Army prior to February 2,19C1 
er as of that date, shall be retired with the rank and retired pay of colonel. 
Any officer otiginally appo tuted as of July 1, 1920, at an age greater than 45 
years, may if he so e’ects, in lieu of potined pay hereinbefore provided, re- 
ceive retired vay at the rate of 4 percentum of active nay for each complete 
year of commissioned service in the U.S. Army, the total not to be mre than 
75 percentum. 

H.R. 8158 permits an officer who has had 40 years! commissioned service, ? 
is 60 years of age, to be retired from active service 

Under the provisions of H.R. 6160, when the total number of promotion lis 
officers separated from the ective list shall be less than 4 percentum cf the 
total number of cromotion list officers authorized at the end of the fiscal 
year, a board oi five general officers of the line, nct below the grade of 
major-general, may elect and designate fcr transfer from the active list a suf 
ficient number cf cfficers to cause the total separations for said year to be 
not to exceed 4%. Officors so designated shall be ordered to their homes and 
upon expiration of such leave with full pay as may be granted them, be trans- 
ferred to the retired list under the same conditions as provided in H.R. 8156 

. referred to above. 
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BRIGADIER GENSRAL B2iJAMIN D. FOULOIS 
By Sgt. O'Connor. 


The first Army airplane pilot in point of service and the youngest Rrig- 
adier-General in the U.S. Arry when at 38 he served as Chief of Air Service in 
the A.E.F., Lieut.-Colonel Benjamin D. Foulcis, who had been commanding Mitche. | 
Field, N.Y., and whose appointment as Assistant Chier of Air Corps with the ra 
rank of Brigadier-General was recently announced, had one of the mst brillia no 5 
and distinguished careers ot any soldier living. 

Born at Washington Depot, Connecticut, on December 9, 1879, he enlisted’ 
in the voluntecr forces and served as a non-commicsicned officer in the Spa:- 
ish-American War while under the legal age for enlistment. 

Having had a taste of soldiering he enlisted in the Regular Armysat she 
close of the War, and while serving as a non-commissioned officer against tre 
Filipinos he was commissioned a end Lieutenant of Infantry. ie 

After attendance at the Army Signal School at Fort Leavenworth in 190¢, 
he served in Cuba with the Army of Pacification and in cxnnection with this 
duty completed an 1800 square mile section of the Progressive Military Map of 
Cuba which brought him the commendation of the War Department. 

-2- V-5751,A.0. 


In 1908 he operated the first dirigible balloon purchased by the U.$.,* 
Government, and the following yeer he wes selected to take flying instraction 
from the Wright Brothers on the first plane owed by the U.S. Goverrarent. ts 
observer for Orville Wright he narticipated in the first cross-country flight 
mede in America. They traveled ten miles averaging forty-two miles an hour 
Fa and en altitude of six huadrod feet, thereby establishing three world's records 
x for distance, spced end a.tiivde. 

The year of 1910 wes cpent at San Antonio, Texas, where General Foulois, 
then a Fitst Lieutanent of the Signal Corps, flew army Airplane No. 1 during the 
. &£ intervals when his eight enlisted men were not repairing it from its frecuent 
crashes. During these experimental flights wheels came into use, replacing the | 
skids and moncrails, and the safety belt became standaré equipment. Tho one 
hundred fifty dollars appropriated by the Government for the development of avia-~ 
tion was expended early in the year, but the flights were continued by General : 
' Foulois spending three hundred dollars of his modest pay to meet the deficit. 

The next year General Foulois adopted radio to airplane uses, receiving 
messeges up to eighteen miles. While patrolling the Mexican Border, using a 
more modern plane, he made a record-breaking flight along the Rio Grande from 
Laredo to Eagle Pass, Texas. 

In the summer of 1912 he supplied the "eyes" of the "Red" Forces in the 
Connecticut National Guard maneuvers of that year and turned the tide of the 
battle by a lucky reconnaissance. In 1915 the Aviation Section of the Signal 
Corps hed grom to imposing proportions and the General, commanding the First 
Aero Squadron, wes coordinating artillery firé with airplane reconnaissance 
at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 

Airplanes were beginning to be taken seriously when General Foulois moved 
his command by air from Fort Sill to their new station at San Antonio. The 
eight airplanes covered 550 miles in five days without accident or delay. 

Still commanding the First Acro Squadron, he joined the Mexican Punitive 
Expedition with his organization in March 1916, often serving as-personnel air- 
plane eourier for General Pershing. In spite of unsuitable equipment, aviation 
proved its worth in actual field service end General Pershing gave it a great 
impetus in military circles by remarking that during the operations in Mexico 
* one airplane had been worth a regiment of cavalry’ to him. 

i After drawing vp the plans of organization for the Air Service at the be- 
be binning of the World War and drafting the first appropriation bills, he sailed 
for France as Chief of Air Service of the A.E.F, and with a small detachment of 
officers and enlisted men laid the ground work for the A.E.F. Air Service. Our 

Sir’ Service entcrei the War when the General personally led the first all Amer-~ 

ican squdron of American planes and American pilots over the German lines, 

In March, 1918, he bedame Chief cf Air Service of the First Army,A.E.F. 
and was on duty at the Front. He served on numerous commissions, including 
the Supreme War Council. In addition to being cited for "Extraordinary Meritor- 

. ious and Conspicuous Service with the Air Service, A.E.F." he was awarded the 
e Distinguished Scrvice Medal and made a Commander of the Legion of Honor. 
After a period of duty at Washington in connection with the demobilization 

of the Air Service and salvaging of its enonmous property, he served as Air 

Attache at the American Enbassy at Berlin. He commanded Mitchel Field from 

August, 1925 to December, 1927. 
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ELIGIBILITY OF WEST POINT CADETS IN ATHLETIC CONTESTS 


In view of the universal and increasing interest on the part of the gen- 
eral public in the annual football classic between the Army and Navy, and the 
possibility of the severance of athletic relations between these two institu- 
tions because of a disazgrecment on the three-year eligibility rule, it may be 
of interest to quote the statement issued by Major-General Eiwin B. Winens, 
Superintendent of the Military Academy, following his aporoval of a reccmmen- 
dation of the West Point Advisory Council for Jthletics to the effect that 
further changes should not be made in the rules which govern the eligibility 


pastes mnie) . 
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a of cadets for membership on the West Point athletic teams: 
S "The factor of first importance must he the effect on the value of the 


Military Academy to the Army of the United States. Sports are fostered in 
the Army as a means of both physical development and recreation. Training at 
-3- V-5751,A.C. 








West Point is given with a view to having eech gratuate tanrcishly competent te 
impart instruction to enlisted men in at least a few sperts. Intramarel ath et- 
ic contests are scheduled as a prescribed part of the instruction. The benefirs 
cf this system alreacy heve been reflected, both in an imprcvement of genera _ 
athletics in the Army and in an increase in the mutual respect of officers an¢ 
men which has resulted from contacts on the field of spcrt. Varsity teams at 
West Point do more than represent the institution in their respective fields. 
Each furnishes an example in a sport to the prospective athletic advisers rep- 
resented by all members of the entire student body. The better the teams, the 
better the example. Therefore, and else because a good physique constitutes ar. 
asset for any prospective officer, West Point has refused to discriminate again:y 
young men of established athletic prowess. 

"Of next consideration is the purpose of eligibility rules. These were 
“established by colleges and universities to offset the tendency toward migratory 
athletics 4nd perennial students, and not for the purpose of equalizing the rele [| 
ative strength of teams. Entrance to West Point is gained only by appointment é 
from the President or a Member of Congress or by advancement through the rank 
of the Army or National Guard. Both the difficulty of securing an apvointment 
and the strenuousness of tne West Point curriculum operate to preclude the en- ; 
trance by any young man whose sole object is athletics. The rule now in effect 4 
at the Military Academy, prohibiting cadets in their first year from participat-~ © 
ing in inter-collegiate athletics, operates to the same end. Weekly surveys of 
athletic teams immediately eliminate from the varsity squads any cadets whose 
average of daily merks to that date does not attain a proficiency of at least 
sixty-3ix and two-thirds per cent. Therefore, additional eligibility rules are 
not ne cessary for the reguletion of ctnletics at tne United States aint 
Academy . 

"Next ccmes the question as to whether or no+ West Foint is under any 
obligation me conform in the interest of fairness: or courtesy to the rules adop - 
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ed in general by cclleges and universities. West Point has for many years en- 

joyed most harmonicus athletic relations with many colleges and universities, ix 

all of which have appeared to cppreciate the limitations incident to military ¥ 
Er 
& 


and academic instruction peculiar to West Point and to realize that eligibility 
rules are unnecessary for the retentien of on ametaur status by members of the 
West Point Teams. ee 
"Another factor is the incividual rights of the cadets. Cadets come from 
all States in the Union end approximately fifty per cent of them previously have 
attended cclleges or universities of some sort or other. This is a very desir- 
able condition from the standnuint of the educational qualifications of our fi- 
ture officer personnel. But, regardiess oi such previous educeticnal work, all 
cadets are required to teke at the Military Avadeny an identical four years! © 
course in which perticiortion in athletics is mandatery. To relegate any cadet 
to a team inferior to thet justified by’ his athletic prowess would violate one 
of the basic principles :f the institution whereby every cadet is treated the 
same without reference to his’previous experiences and would serve to penalize 
the very class of young men wo desire as tne future officers of our Army. 
"Finally comes the cuestion of the atnietic relations with the United 
States Naval Academy. It hes been contended that a difference in age limitd 
operates to cause Test Point to receive such a lerger number of athletas: with 
previous collegiate exoerience as to more than offset the greater enrollment of 
the Naval Academy. Entrance to Annapolis is limited between the ages of sixtcen 
and twenty, as against seventeen and twenty-#ma for West Point. The authorized 
enroliment at the Naval Academy is about fifty percent greater than at the Mii- 
itary Academy. The athletic records of West Point and annapolis over a period 
of years are so even as to preclude admission of any advantage to the former. 
However, such an admission for the sake of argument would only occasion reiter- 
ation of the statement that eligibility rules are not for the purpose of effecs- 
ing equalization between athletic teams. The rule prohibiting first year stu- 
dents from participating in intercollegiate athletic contests, recently put 
into effect at the Militery Acedemy, was not adopted in recognition of a need 
for an eligibility code, but with the thought that thereby greater harmony could 
be maintained in the relations with the Naval Academy and at the same time that 
it might ve found to be of advantage through the removal of any incentive fo: 
athletes. to be unduly diverted from their studies during the first and mos; 
difficult year of the academic course. Contests with vad Naval Academy teams 
V-5751,A.C. 
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treditionally form the most important incidents in the West Point athletic 
schedules, out none the less the rain purpose of these schedules is the develny- 
ment of sports throughout the Army. West Point continued its contests in sports 
with Annapolis in the post-war period when the Military Academy had only three 
classes. 

"In conclasion the intercsts of the Army are served to best advantage sy 
the present athletic eligibility rules in force at West Point. This code does 
not appear to cause any disadvantage to the progress of amateur athletics throug’ 
out the Jnited States. It would be wijustifiable to make a change detrimental s¢ 
the athletic training of the Army in order to experiment in attaining a temporary 
parity between the two service institutions." 

---000--- 


GOVERNORS OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA GIVEN AIRSHIP FLIGHT 


"Said the Governor of North Cerolina to the Governor of Virginia --" 
The airship TC-254 was recently flown from Langley Field, Va., to South Hill, 
Va., by Lieut. B.T. Starkey, and circled over the scene of the exercises being 
held in c#lebration of the opening of the new Virginia-North Carolina road. 
This road is the most frequented highway from north to south, and this section 
completes an important link in the system. When the airship landed at South 
Hill, the Governors of Virginia and North Carolina were taken up for a thirty- 
minute ride which they seemed to enjoy. After the airship landed again to per- 
mit the Governor of North Carolina to take leave, the Virginia Executive was 
flown to Richmond, and from there the airship proceeded to Lengley Field, land- 


ing at 7:30 P.M. 
---000--- 


fIRSHIPS DROP FLOWERS ON GRAVE OF CAPTAIN GRAY 


The airships TC-5-251 aud TC-10-254, under the command of Captain C.P. 
Clark, Commanding Officer cf tne 19th Airship Company, and lst Lieut. Wi illiam 
J. Flood, recently flew to Bolling Field, DC., to participate in the fwmeral 
exercises °%f Captain Hawthorne C. Gray, who tent his life while attaining the 
world's altitude record. Upon landing at Polling Field, the airships were 
refueled and placed uncer the command of Cctonel C.G. Hall and Majors Rush B. 
Lincoln and J.D. Poarda:. Tak cing off from Bolling Field the ships were flown 
over the funeral proces:ion and a number of bouquets and wreaths of flowers 
were dropped on the grave end on Arlingtor National Cemetery. 

---000--- 


AERIAL PHOTOGRaPHIC ACTIVITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES 


During the month of Octoter the Sixth Photo Section, stationed at Camp 
Nichols, Rizal, P.I., delivere@ an eighty-square mile photographic mosaic 
of the Fort McKinley Reservation and surrounding territory to the Philipvine 
Division for use *: connection with their winter progrem. The Philippine Div- 
ision intends to 1se a nuwaber of copies of this moseic for purposes of traininz 
personnel in interpretation and mosaic reading. aA dunlicate set of photcgrapk:e 
prints, which were used in assembling this mosaic, were furnished the Engineer 
Officer of the Philippine Depertment for use in revising the present maps o7 
this area. At present a vhotcgraphic mosaic of the City of Manila is being 
made in connection with the training vrogram of the Sixth Photo Section. 

A numter of altimeter tests are being carried out by this Section in an 
effort to determine one which will work satisfactorily for mosaic flying. 
It is the belief that the majority of altimeters in the Philiopines heve: been 
affected by climatic conditions. Five altimeters have been mounted on a 
photographic airplane and test exposures ere being made at various altitudes. 
From the scales of the photographs all the altimeters will be checked and the 
best ones will be chosen for regular use. 

~--000--- 


A NEW ADDITION TO TEE MELOY FAMILY 


Of delicate lines, but tilt for long service; only a two lunger, but 
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powerful; small bat of great fuel capacity; equinved with a loud spesker of 
minute proportions bit proven capable of spanning long distances, and with waly 
a two foot lending gear. Stabilizers not functioning to perfedtior as yet; in- 
clited to be nose heavy, but already possesses a marked degree of meneuverad:. 
ity. The designers claim that these faults in stability can be wholly overcone, a 
within the next two years. They are that confident of its sterling qualities fs 
that they assure us that when it is fully developed and offered to the Army A-- 
Corps, it will promptly te accepted and that, then, the prompt shattering of ez. 
isting speed, altitude and endurance records is a potentiality not to be 
sneezed at. . 

No, this is not a new-fangled airplane, but a seven-pound boy, one Vincen* 
J., Jr., born Saturday, Octcber 22, 1927, of which Lieut. and Mrs. Meloy are the 
proud parents. 

---900--- 


GENERAL GRAVES INSPECTS FRANCE FIELD 


Major-Generzl tm. S. Graves, Commanding the Panama Canal Department, made 
his yearly inspecticn of France Field recently. Each organization was lined ‘3; 
in front of its barracks, and each in turn received the scrutiny of the Commanc- 


ing General. 
General Graves was well pleased with the appesrance of the Sixth Composite 

Group end France Field, steting to the Commanding Officer at the completion of 

his inspection that the command looked fit for any duty, and that he was high-y 

pleased with their appearance. He was able to stay only an hour and 15 minute: , 

on the post on this occasion, but premised to return in the near future and 4 

spend an entire morning to watch the France Field personnel at work. 

---009--- 


SECHETARY WARNER CONGRATULATES FRANCE FINLD FLYERS 





ing his recent visit to Panama, the Hon. E.P. Werner, Assistant Secre- 

tary of the Nevy for Aviation, visited France Field end inspected all the plan 

ional A flight of throe PW-9's took the air and performed acrohs;- F 

his honor The three pilots were later congratulated by Mr. Warner, wh. jf 

remarked that he ‘hed seen netning better anywhere in the States and that it re- § 

minded him of his visits to Selfridge Field, Mich. ke 
---000--- 
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GFNERAL OFFICERS PURSUF COURSE OF STUDY AT LANGLEY FIELD 





ive Brigacier-Generals of the U.S anne were on duty at Langley Field, 
Va., taking the three weeks! special refresher course in Air Corps ovemnisatica 4 
training and sn gcmrtainacgges viz: StendarAanareke C.B Hosenhaum, Walter C. Bs 
Short, George H. Jamerson, James H. Reeves end Frank §. Cocheu. On December 

lst the Second Bombardment Seen gave a special bombing demonstration for thom, 
flying a five-ship formation. Four separate attacks were made on the designat - 

ed target, the first two being in colwm, the next in Vee formation, and the 
In 
LO 


ct he 
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last a Vee formation aaivo. all 36 one hundr-d-pound demolition bombs and 
6 three hurdred-pound demolition bombs were dropped. 


SENATOR BINGHAM DELIVERS INTERESTING TALKS TO LANGLEY FIELD PERSONNEL 





United States Senator Hiram Bingham, of Connecticut, honored Langicy f Fiel: 
with a visit from November 28th to 30th, arriving with Senator Dill of. Washinz- 
tion on a C-< Trarisport piloted by Lieut. Dinger of. Bolling Field. Ee was met 
by Colonel Culver at the line at 2:30 P.M., and then taren for a tour of in- 
spection of the field, including the laboratories of the National Advisory Com- 
mittee for Aeronautics. Colonel Culver gave a dinner in honor of the Senators 
that evening, after which Senator Dill took the night boat for Washington. 

On the following day in the afternoon Senator Bingham delivered an addres: 
to the officers concerning the flying-fields established 7 the Army at Issez- 
dun, France, in 1917-18. Many of the personnel of the Air Corps will remerser 
that Senator Bingham, then Coloneél’Bingham,; Air Service, National Army, was 
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Commandant of the scho>ls of Issvudun, and organized the-Ground School at that 
station. At the beginning of his address he mentioned by name Majors John F. 
Curry and R.L. Walsh, Air Corps, who were in his audience, as heving each com- 
manded one of the fields at Issoudun. The Senator dealt on the many difficul- 
ties encountered in opening and developing the training activities in France, 
and particularly the trouble they had with planes. Towards the close of his 
address he made a few observetions on China and the Chinese situation. Having 
just returned from a sumrer's etudy of the Chinese situation, his talk was ex- 
tromely interesting. 

So impressed were the -fficers with Senator Bingham's remarks on China, 
that numerous requests were reccived by Colonel Culver for an additional lecture 
on China by Senator Binghem. At Colonel Culver's request the Senator agreed 
to talk to the officers and ladies at 7:30 -'clock that evquing. 

Following the afternoon talk, Senetor Binghem and the entire personnel of 
the field sect out for the football ficld and witnessed a well played game be- 
tween Fort Zustis and Langley for the peninsula championship. Langley won by a 
7 to 6 score. 

In the evening the lecture room of the Air Corps Tactical School was filled 
with officers and ledies. Senetor Binghem began his talk with an illustration 
of the geographical boundrries of the factions now existing in China and grad- 
ually built up his foundation by anecdote and aural illustration until the 
climax was reached. He dealt with the numerous interests in China, the Treaty 
ports, the Japanese, the Russian, and the cormerciel interests of the English. 
Smericens and Germans, and showed how each worked counter to the other and ad- 
versely effected the attitude and condition of thé Chinese people. Hhilding 
up to the present time he related how the Mok by Sun Yat Sen, deceased, entit- 
led "The Three People's Principles" wes edopted by the Netionalist Party as thei: 
political bible; of what its menace consisted and how it was affecting and en- 
hancing the enti-foreign sentiment of the Chinese. In closing, he stated that 
there ere fifty United States Army officers now competent in the Chinese lan- 
guage, and it was his opinion that the United States could use these officers 
as military attaches in the various provinces in China and through them develop 
friendly feeling between the two peoples. 

Senrtor Bingham's talk was so smooth, so easily delivered and so cleverly 
illustrated that an hour and a quarter passed all too quickly. All who listener 
to him were greatly impressed and were much the richer in knowledge of current 
events as regards that great land of China with its four hundred million people 
than ever before. 

Senator Bingham remained at Lantley Field until the morning of Nov. 30th, 
when he deperted to inspect the Naval Air Station at Hampton Roads, being flown 
over by Lieut.-Commander Reid of the Nevy. 

---000--- 


THES A-3 ATTACK PLANE 


The Curtiss "Falcon", originally produced as a two-seater observation air- 
plane for the U.S. Army Air Corps, has evolved, like the single-seater "Hawk", 
into a series of two-place machines to fulfill various functions in military 
operations. 

The latest development an this series is the A-3 Attack plane, designed for 
ground attack on trenehes, troops, supply trains, and the like. This type of 
warfare, used to only a limited extent in the World War, is undoubtedly destinc 
to be an important factor in future conflicts, and consequently the Air Corps 
is developing aircraft specially suited for this work. 

The A-3 "Falcon" resembles the observation type of "Falcon", with the ex- 
ception of armament which has been greatly increased. In the A-3, one caliber 
.30 Broming machine gun is located in each lower wing, with the muzzle protrud 
ing through the leading edge. Several hundred rounds of ammunition for each 
gun are carried in ammunition boxes within the wings. These -gxunms are operated 
by electric triggers on top of the control stick, and are so arranged that the 
pilot can fire cither gun independently or both sirmltaneously. 

In the fuselage, two Browning .30 caliber guns are mounted, instead of one 
as in the observation type of "Falcon". Both are of the fixed type, synchron- 
ized to fire through the propeller disc, and operated by triggers on the con- 
trol stick. Defensive armement, as in the observation plane, is provided by a 
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dewble Lewis gun on a scerff mount atop the rear cockpit. 

In addition to the above, the A-3 carries two bomb reeks, fitted iute the 
under surface cf the lower wings, and capable of carrying a quantity of *westy- 
five pound fragmentation bombs. These can be released individually or in selv- 
by the pilot. 

Thus the complete armament of the A-3 consists of four machine guns for of- 
fensive warfare, two defensive guns, and a quantity of small bombs. The radis 
and camera equipment which is normally carried by the observation type "Falcon! 
is not provided in the A-3, but can be installed if desired. 

Preliminary flight tests have shown the A-3 to possess a top speed of apor-, 
imately 147 miles an hour. This, combined with its high degree of maneuverabili. 
ty and complete armament, makes it a decidedly formidable weanon of attack. 

Another version of the attack plane, being produced for both the Army Air 
Corps and the Marine Corps is similar to the A-3 but powered with the Pratt ané 
Whitney "Wasp" air cooled engine. The "Falcon", like all recent Curtiss types, 
is constructed with a detachable motor mount and the substitution of powerplant: 
is thus easily made without any change in the airplane itself. Flight tests on 
the "Wasp"- motored attack plane will shortly be meade. 

As an observation airplane, for which the "Falcon" was originally designed, 
three types are now being produced. The O-1B, latest development of the origi- 
nal D-l2 observation plane, is now being produced in large quantities as the sm 

, dard observation type of the Air Corps. This plane, with the D-12 motor, has e« 
top speed of about 147 miles per hour and a cruising range of 600 miles at 113 
m.p-h. 

A variation of this type, for use both by Army and Netional Guard, is pow- 
ered with the Liberty motor, and still another type, for Army and Marine Corps, § 
is vnowered with the Prett and thitney "Wesp" engine. Both of these latter 
‘types are identical with the C-1B observation plane, except for powerplant. 

Tans the original Falcon has been developec into a series of two-place 
observation and attack planes for the military air seivices of the United State; 
All of these machines are of sasentially tre same besic design, which hes been 
thoroughly service tested over a period of severel years and in which, therefor 
maintenance difficulties heve been reduced to a minimm. 

---00c--- 
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FIRST LANDING OF AN AIRSYIP OW THF ROOF OF A BUILDING Y 


ORRITIE 


In a recent letter me the Bditer, Centain H-ward A. Scholle, Air Corps 
Reserve, writes as roli 

"JT. do not like to Cetract in any way from the credit. due Captain Clark in 
making an airship landing on the roof of the Newport News High Schocl, as re- 
ported in the News atts ir of Lecember 8th, but in the interest @& historical 
accuracy, I shouid like to call your attention tc the fact thatVthis was not t) 
first time that the feat of landing an airship on the roof of a building has 
been accomplished. 

"Although I cannot give you all the details, according to my recolledtion 
a similar landing was mace sone years ago on the roof of a building in Cleveloa |, 
Ohio. I'‘skould say that the Gate was somernere eround 1919 or 1920, and that ‘| # 
landing was made on the roof of the Hotel {satler. My impression is that the 
ship used wes the old 4-4, siete was used for a number of years as a training 
ship by the Air Service Schooi.at Langley Field. I do not recall who the vilo- 
was, but I rather think that. it may have been Jack Bocttner, of the Gocdyear 
Tire and Rubver Company, of Akron, or possibiy Cept. George W- McEntire, now 
stationed at Luke Field. I believe also that the late Lieut. John W.. Shoptew, 
who lost his life when struck by lightning at a Gordon Bennett Balloon Race in 
Belgium several years ago, 1ad something to do with either the pilcting or the 
arrangements... * *" “ 

It is desired to thank Captain Scholle for bringing this matter to the at- 
tention of the Editor, who stands or sits corrected. The landing of the Army 
Dirigible A-4 alluded to by him occurred on the evening of May 23, 1919. The 
demonstration was that of landing on a platform erected on the roof of the Stat-~ FF 
ler Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio. The platform was erected by the hotel manggemes:, © 
the personnel being furnished jointly by the Army, Navy and the Goodyear Tire : 
and Rubber Company. Two persons were stepped out of the ship upon the landing 
and two other persons were aboard and the hip returned. safely to its home sta- 
tion. 
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The crow of the ship-com ised Major-€-H. Maranville, in command; civilian 
pilot, J.F. Schade, pilot; lst Lieut. John W. Shoptaw, relicf pilot; Mr. R.M. 
Upson, Aero Engineer for the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., passenger. Upon the 
safe landing of the airchip on the hotcl roof Major Maranville end Mr. Upson 
stepped out of the s:in, leaving the command of the airship in the hands of Lieut 
Shoptaw. Ca.tain Elden P. Phillips and an enlisted mechanic went eboard and the 
ship departed for its home station. 

s==—GO0——— 


"ED" THROWS SOME LIGHT ON THE FUTURD OF AIRCRAFT 


Wright Field, Nov.29, 1927. 
(Conference Room Number 2) 
The editor, 
Air Cornseec Nows Letter, 
Washington,D.c. 


Dear Eds : Rin Oder ah « , 
I notice in svelling out the pieces in the magazenes that its 
getting very ooruler for vo ular characters like for inst Tom Sharkey, Eddie 
Foy, the keiser & all them big army & navy nenple to heve the story of their 
life written by somebedy thet is e writer or at least owns their own type- 
writer. You knew the kind of stories - "How I Knocked them ALL for a GHOUL", 
by COLLIFLOWER O'GRATTON, as told to I.Bertram Lefkowitz - and "GYPPING THE 
JAILOR", by HACKSAW HatGFRIY, as told to Cuthbert M.Bung, (reading time 17 
min 37 sec. - all wasted). 

well Fd efter reading some of the litereture in our own technicle 
librery it looks to me like we could have a bigger circulation for a lot of 
these here seme documents if the original authors had of knocked off after 
doing their scientific investigetions & left the writing about it to somebody 
that !mew all about sychology & sex problems & all them things that big writ- 
ers get by with and practically nothing at all abt mathematics & modesty. 
Take for exemple all the high grade rcading matter put out by the Bombing 
Boards from time to time. ‘whos going to remember Odas Moon & Pete Melville 
& all them boys as the greatest mock-up criticks of all time, knowing nractica:- 
ly everything there is to know about Bombins,if the only literature available 
is in the form of a lousey borrd proceedings without no love interest or breat! - 
taking situations? Mobody. 

Now Ed Im not one to critacize without suggesting no remedy & so herr 
the way they had ought to hreve done & put the bombing Board in the same litera:, 
class with One Round Horey and Jessy James like it ought to be. 

BOMBING BOARD BARTD ! $ © 








BY -- Odas Moon 
Harold George 
Pete Melville 
E W.Dichman, and ethers too prominent to zet 
fresh with. ‘ 
As enacted by: 


Arthur Brisbane -- pres. 
Ring W.Lardner -- Member 
H.L.Menchen -- 

Milt Gross -- Recorder. 


(Villagers,soldiers,airplane manufacturers, 
courtiers & the etc.) 
* * * 
The Board met pursuant to no particular orders at end.& Ludlow streets & vro- 
ceeded singly,so as not to attract too much attention to the room of Mr.Lardne 
in the M__—s* Hotel. The bell boy being a little slow with the ice the board 
proceeded to a ccnsideration of business just to wile away the time. — 
Mr. Brisbane = Gentlemen let us face the facts. During the past summer the 
high seas have been crossed by many aircraft - fortunately on peacefulmi- 
‘ions. Maybe another year will find hordes of little brown men taking off 
from the airports of Sweden in modern aircraft all intent on the destruc- 
tion of the gigantic but helpless cities of our own seaboard. These 
craft will be giant bombers loaded with tons of bombs containing T.N.T., 
-9- V-5751,A.C. 
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Mr. Gross - Yi ! Yi ! Yi ! Yi ' Hairplanes-witt gess bums yat it shoul 
eredually get espifflicated all de pipole. 

Mr. Mechen - Whats all this rubbish about being bombed t What of it? Out 
of every thousand so-called victims there would undoubtedly be two hun- 
dred mental incompetents,seven hundred and eighty nine hypocrites and 
only eleven honest men - mostly bootlegeers and literary critics. I'm 
for dispensing with this maudlin self pity and letting the bombing begin | ; 
preferebly in Philedelphia. 

Mr. Gross - Iss decs a fect ? And whozz gonna gat out an injunction it 
should wonn the enemeh iss no monkeh business allowed no other place only | 
Philadelnhia ? I esk you iss going on here a mitting witt sending out in. 
witations s>'s gonna inwite 


* Why shculd I fill in the name of their old hotel & give them a lot of | 
oublicity - they wouldn't cash a check for me once. 


a bunch of loafers from the old country they should have by us a scheut- 
zen or do we got to disgust here ways witt means hows gonna drop gredual. 
lv a couple bums it should be by the enemeh a big expulsion witt piece | 
meal. 

Mr. Lardner - Thats what I says to this big baloney yesterday. He says to 
me & what do you know about aviation & I says well I may not be no ace 
myself but I dont see no rammbornaeors datta sticking out on you buddy or 
any of your family eyther I says & he seen - 

Mr.B - The question gcntlemen is not a we want bombers but how many and 
how big. When the skies above our golden shores are black with enemy 
aircraft will we be supine and helpless or will hundreds of our owm 
fighting planes manned by red blooded fighting Americans - 

Mr.M - The herd instinct again! How anyone can have the amazing crust to 
parade a mob-inspired hysteria in the guise of - 

Mr.L - anc further & more I says dont kid me big fella abt none of them 
small time pushes in the Argonne because I was in the front line in the 
Criterion bar in London on armistice night myself and I guess - - 

Mr.G - S>° you oined it a maddle hah for tzoivice in de front from gin mills} 
yat wot youll gat maybe in Wurr Boids a couple chepters! 

Mr.B ~ Now these beys here in the Materiel Division have done very well as 
far as they have gone - but my artists have designed super planes which 
Will carry whole armies. I'11 have a couple more boys from the Sunday | 
art department put on the job tonight and we cen have something ready 

in the morning - say in the ten thousand horsepower class. So now that 
that's settled, is there any further business ? 


Commotion withcut, door bursts open revealing - 

AIRPLANE MANUFACTURER - (agitated) I OBJECT ! This has got to stop. f 
Mr.L - How do you get that way - wé aint got started yet. i. 
A.M. - I distinctly heard you talking about designing some new airplanes 

and how cen I keep tires on the Rolls if the government is going to 
ring in new cesigns every ten years or so. i 

Mr.L = The kid's right. Now take my kid brother, nice clean cut toy what I 
mean & during his last hitch in Reform School he designs a’ airplane & 
sends it in to McCook Field & did them crooks give him a look in ? 
H--1 no they sends the whole works beck with a lihe of dope about it [ 
being so fast thet it wouldnt be safe for Jimr-ie Dorlittle or Gene 
Batten or any of them old conservative vilots to fly & will my brother 
accept their thanks & the etc & I guess them guys found out a thing or 
two when they seen the letter I wrote to my congressman. I says ~ 

Mr.G = Sharrop ! 

Mr.B - The question of a suitable bomber - 

ALM. - I object to the word suitable. 

Mr.M ~ Suitable for what? The mere stinking business of destruction ~ of 
an obscene display of spineless subservience in the game of follow the 
leader. Of launching gasoline reeking monstrosities into the air for 
the purpose of destroying other idiots ; - - 

A.M. - I object to the word idiot 
Mr.L - All right, I object too. If theres anything in this world I hate its} 

1 thing more than ansther. q 





‘ 
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Incendiary charges - Asphyxisting gases - 
Mr.B - I cbjcct to those objections. 
Mr.G - Weil scs to be agribble witt snomwymrs iss by me elso cbjethione. 
Mr.B - Gentlemen,GRNTL'MEN - whet is it to be 7 Will you be bombed or wil 
you bomb ? 
ALL - WR WILL. 
Mr.B - You will what ! 
All  - We will NOT. 


Bell Boy - Heres the ice. 
Meeting adjourned, 
Yrs truly, 
Ba. 
---009--- 


ANOTHER MEMBER INITIATZD INTO CATERPILLAR CLUB y 


Flying Cadet ¢.W. Hansen is the latest member to join the ranks of the Cat- 
erpillar Club. While flying over Brooks Field, Sen Antonio, Texas, a fog quicx- 
ly settled cver the field and he became confused es to his location. In tryinz 
to come cow to a lower aititude to ascertain his whereabouts ‘his plane fell ire 
to a spin and he jumped wishin 800 feet of the ground, making a safe landing.! 
His plane was a total wash-out. 

---cQ0--- 


DEI. IV™RY CF FALCON CRESERVATION PLANES TO AIR CORPS 


Py the Mitchei Fiela Correspondert 


Nine Curtiss 91-B “Alcon observation planes, which type is now standard 
for the Air Corps, were assigred to Mitchel Field and celivery has already 
begun. 

Av»romimately 100:+f these planes are in course of construction at the 
Buffalo plant of the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Compary. The majority will 
be equipped with the Curtiss [I-12 motor, and all of those coming to Mitchel 
Field will brave this motor. Those observation nlanes designed for use of the 
various National Cuard units rill be poweved with the Liberty motor. 

A totel of 76 additional Surtics Falcecns, constructed as attack planes, 
will be sent to Tort Cr.ckett, Texas, for vse by the Third Attack Group. Thes: 
planes will be powered with the D-lz2 moto:. Wivn their six machine guns, two 
of which are streatlined into the lower wangs, two firing between the blades 
of the propeller end two opercted by the eunner cor observer, these planes have 
attracted widesorz:ad attention around New York. In a trifle over a minute, the 
2600 bullets can be discharge:., each gun firing 400 shots a minute. 

The Falcon plane seems acaptabse to many military purposes. In addition 
to being the standard observation and atteuck plane, tw- Assistant Secretaries 
of War and two Generals of tne Air Corns use them as flying offices. The last 
deliveries were mode on Decem2r 1l&@th, when Major-General James E. Fechet ac- 
cepted his plane at Mitchel Field and with Captain Ira C. Faker, flew it to 
Washineston. Lieut. E.7. Gaines left for Wiltur Vright Field with the plane 
assigned to Brigadicr-3en2ral #n.E. Gillmore. Errlier deliveries were made. to 
Assistant Secretaries of War, Hon. Hanford MacNicer and Hon. F. Trubee Davison. 

These planes, which have been painted in distinctive colors, have a ma- 
hogany desk ingeniously built into the rear cockpit. They are to be used on 
inspection trips throughout the country. It is -possible to write in the plane 
while in flight, and the glass top of the desk is so arranged that documents 
and maps can be slid underneath for extended study. Another feature is the 
comlete instrument board in the rear cockpit which, with the dual controls mats 
it possible for the Assistant Secretary of War or Generals, all of whom are a: 
present pilots, to fly independently of the occupant of the frant cockpit. 

The fact that the Falcon attack planes, in addition to their six machine 
guns, carry bomb racks on the lower wings with a quantity of 25-pound bombs, 
makes it possible that thoy will yet appear as light bombardment planes. Wiitn 
the Curtiss D-12 motor and a full complement of bombs it would have a speed of 
147 miles an hour. 
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MISSING PARTY LOCATED BY ARMY ATRPLATE 


The Air Corps in the 9th Corps Area had cecesion in Noeverber to Inelote 
among its activities a mission in response to an urgent cell for assistance 
from civilian life. At the request of the Pathe-Bray Colorsedo River Expeditioyr.. 
a moving picture project which had for its locale a portion of the Coloradc 
River between Lees Ferry, Arizona and Green River, Utah, to locate certain per- 
sonnel of the expedition, including members of the Army on duty therewith, wh- 
head been reported lost, a transport plane equipned with radio was dispatched ox. 
the morning of November 27th, with a crew consisting of Lieut. W-K. Burgess, 
pilot, Lieut. Dean Farran, Reserve, redio operator, and civilian mechanic, Fred 
Brown. 

It was decided to use Camp Pearson, Arizona, as a base of operations, an¢ 
the Scenic Airway Field, 18 miles south of El Tovar Hotel, Grand Cenyon, as ar. 
additional landing field, - the sirplene to cover the territory between Camp 
Pearson, near Lees Ferry, Arizona, to a point North, just below the junction 
of the C»lorado and Green Rivers. 

The plane arrived at Camo Pearson on November 28th and began its search 
on November 30th, »%n which date the missing personnel were located. An accide ; 
to the plane in te'sing cfi from Camp Pearson preparatory to returning to the 
home station forced the personnel to return by rail. 

The Commanding General of the 9th Corps Area, in commenting on the above 
mission, states that, notwithstanding the mishap to the plane, the manner in 
which same was performed reflects credit to the participating personnel and 
their branch of the seivice, as it was attended ty outstanding hazards from a 
flyer's viewpoint, botn as to difficult terrain and weather conditions encoun- 
tered. These latter are viviciy sugsested by the following telegram from Lieu:. 
Burgess? 

"Due to high winds and dust storm on the desert Cemp Pearson and violent 
snow and sleet squalls over entire length of canron, flight back to Scenic Fie.d 
today for gasoline was abandored. Radio just received three P.M. saying gasol n 
will reach Camo Pearson tonight by truck. Weather appears to be moderating. 
Camp Pearson wrecked by seventy mile wind storm. Piane well lashed to ground. 
Radio damaged but functirning." 

---000--- 


RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CAMP AT BUFFALO, N.Y. 


In order to afford Air Corps Reserve officers residing in Buffalo, N.Y. a 
vicinity an onportunity for treining, which had not hitherto been possible, a 
training camp was held for them at the new Buffalo Airport from October 10th tc 
19th. During this period 2¢ Air Corps Reserve officers participated in flights 
for a total flyins time of 97 hours and 13 minutes man hours. The time of Re- 
serve officers flying sclo aggregated 19 hours and 2 minutes. 

The wicespread public inverest which this training camp created servod to 
bring a number of young men to the camp wno expressed a desire to join the Re- 
serve. Although mo record was kept of the number of anplicanions, it is esti- 
mated that they totaled in excess of 250. Such applicants who appeared to be 
fully qualified mentally and physically and in every way desirable for accept- 
ance for primary flying training were furnished information as to the steps 
necessary to enter the service at Brooks Field. There were 26 young men who 
appeared to be qualified in every respect and who expressed their intention to 
make application for training. 

The facilities for training which the Buffalo Airport affords are not sure 
passed anywhsre in the country. These facilities include modern hangars, shops 
supplies, office building and runways. The flying area is of such character a: 
to reduce to a minimum the possibility of damage to planes. All of these facii- 
ities were used during tne training period without any cost to the Army excep: 
tor gasoline and oil consumed. 

Lieut. Reuben D. Biggs, Air Corps, was in charge of the camp, assisted by 
Capt. W.H. Proctor, Air Corps Reserve, temporarily on active duty. Three Rez- 
ular Army Infantry officers participated in infantry contact problems with the 
troops stationed at Fort Niagara, N.Y. 

The problem for the Infantry conducted on October llth was an exercise iz 
protection and defense against. hostile aircraft, and indicating the location of 
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hostile and friendly lines. For the Air Corps it was a practical exercise in 
the location and attack of a hostile Infantry column on the march and in the 
location of hostile end friendly lines. The only communication between the air- 
planes and.the Infantry was through dropped messages and the display of venels. 
For the Infantry the exercise was valueble in that it afforded practical 
training in the identification of planes, indications of approaching aircraf+ 
practice in taking cover, formations to take on the march, practice in manip- 
ulation and sighting of machine guns on airplanes, and illustrated the danger cf 
firing on friendly planes. In general it illustrated in a practical way the 
theory that has been taught on the subject, »erticulerly the very short time re~ 
quired in the flight of a plane over troops, the possibility of casualtics and 


‘the necessity for expert and rapid operation of machine guns. The hostile vlanes 


flew over the cobumn five times. 

During the period of the camp, six lectures were delivered to the partici- 
pating personnel on the following subjects: 

Parachutes, by Harold G. Rogers of the Irving Airchute Co. 

Aerial Photogra»hy and Map Making, by Major Ripley, County Enginecr, and 

Mr. W.J. Washovrn. 

Meteorology, by Captain T.A. Murphy, Air Corps Reserve. 

The Air Corps Reserve, by Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Asst. Secretary of War. 

Artillery Fire Control, by Captain Faulconer, U.S Army. 

Instruments, by lst Licut. Reuben D. Biggs, Army Air Corps. 

Of the versonnel participating in the training cemp, 10 were Air Corps 
Reserve officers with the rating of A.P. or J.A.P.; le were Air Corps Reserve 
officers with the rating of Ob-erver; three were lheserve. officers with no rat- 
ing, and nine were civiiian pilots wo enlisted in the J23rd Observation squad- 
ron pending commission iu the Lir Corns Reserve. 

Worthy <f note was the exceptionel interest Cisplaved by the Air Corps Re- 
serve officers statione’ in Butfalo. There avpears to “e a general desire that 
another training vcriod pe’ hel’ this year, but at on exvlier date, in order to 
take advantage of icre favoravle flying conditions. Flying was hampered by bad 
weather for a considerable part of the training period, but during such hours 
as the weather permitted all the planes which were in condition to fly were 
constantly in the air. Mlhree Army planes were sent to the camp for the train- 
ing of the Reserve officers. 

Lieut. Jos. A. Ellison, Air Corns, who was also on duty at the training 
camp, stated in a letter to Major J.f. Sattorfield, President of the Reserve 
Officers Association of Bvffalv, that "it was a pleasure to work with such an 
enthusiastic and apt bunzh of pilots and strdent nilots and observers as com- 
prise the Reserve Officers Asscciation of Buffalo. They were all fine fellows 
and would be a crecit to the Service as a Reserve unit." 

Buffalo is kecnly desirous of obtaining a Peserve Unit and, from all in- 
dications, it would seem that whis ambition is in a feir way of being realized. 
Three important factors, it wo.ld seem, should go a lens way in aiding Buffalo 
to secure this Unit, viz: the enthusiastic interest of the Reserve officers of 
that city and vicinity, the am-le facilities for flying operations efforded 
by the new Buffalo Airport, andi the fact th:.t Buffalo is a large center for 
the manufacture of airplanes and accessories. 

----900--- 


SANTA CLAUS ARRIVES AT SAN ANTONIO DEPOT VIA PLANE 


Christmas proved to hold much of cheer and good will at the Sen Antonio 
Depot. The children, especially, enjoyed the Christmas tree prepared at the 
Duncan Field Recreational Hall for all children of the pest personnel. The 
affair, given under the auspices of the Duncan Field Civilian Club on the 
evening of December 23rd, was attended by some 500 children with their parents. 

Colonel Mars, Commanding Officer, started the proceedings by arousing the 
expectancy of the Tittle ones to the highest vitch with his assurance that he 
had seen Old Santa personally while on a recent hunting trip and hed obtained 
his promise to visit the post on that date by airplane. The children were 
then invited outside to a view of the flying field to await his arrival. They 
Were intensely on tiptoe. They instinctively paid nq attention to various 
planes flying around in the distance, but when a ship wes heard roaring in froz 
the north they at once knew that it could be none other than the one they ex- 
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gs aah and. their enthusiasm was unbounded. When Sents. Claus himself, sponecred £ 
by Captain Trunk, descended from the plone his welerme was most royel. por ree 
assembling in the hall, a delightfal present and e box of Christmes condy wes 
given to each eeger child, and they all went home exccedingly merry and with 
firm conviction, as expressed by some, that all other Santa Clauses they migr.* 
have seen were mere imitations, ss they had seen the real Santa here. 

---000--- 


BRER RABBIT FINDS ROCKWELL FIELD AN UNHEALTHY PLACE 


After considerable labor in beautifying the grounds at the Rockwell Air 
Depot, Coronado, Calif., it was found necessary to rid the island of Jack Rabbi's 
All of the-hunters. of the Depot, both ees and small, with all kinds and make: 
of guns, wntil it had tne apnearance of a s Revolutionary Army, turned out one 
morning recently, and the drive was on. It is estimated thet about 500 rabbit: 
were killed. Another drive was held three days later with about the same resu.* 
Quite a demand was found for rabbit meat, and a large number of the employees 
took home their bounty and not only supplied themselves but their neighbors as 
well. A truck from the Sen Diego Zoological Society was also on hand to gather 
up the surplus. 

The raobits had destroyed some of the new shrubbery recently set out, but 
their depredations were "nipped in the bud" before any great damage was done. 
The next campaign will de waged against the gophers as soon as a suoply of gophe 
poison can be obtained from the Quartermastcr's Department. 

---000--- 
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OFICIAL OPENING OF NaW PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., was officially reonened as an Air Corps 
Primary Flying School cn Novemocr “i 1927, at which time 83 Flying Cadets re- 
ported for training. Two of these cadets came from enlisted status and the 
remainder from civil life. All of these @3 Cadets attended high school and 
all but five had one or more years at college, 13 having one year, 23 two years 
16 three years and 26 four years, 1° of the latter being graduates. 

Sixteen Cadets were eliminated in the first week for failure to pass the 
physical examination and the orientator and psycho-ana'ysis tests. The News 
Letter Corresvonadent expresses the belief that the raising of the school en- 
trance educational requirements has raised the cuality of the student personnel 
to a higher standard than that of previous classes at the Air Corps Primry 
Flying School at Brooxs Field. 

The opening week of ecademic work was sterted November &th, with a class 
of 67 students. Flying instruction started the following week, November 14th. 

The Director of Flying Irstruction reports that tne class as a whole is 
very apt at learning to fiy. by December Cth practically the entire class was 
soloing, making ebout en averege of eight nours dual instruction for each 
student, before arriving at the solo stage. A third of the students are now 
on the "eight" stage. To date ecleven stuuents have been called to appear befo:¢ 
the Faculty Board for failure tc meet the requirements in flying and have been 
eliminated. 

The following are the Faculty Board members of the Air Corps Primary Flying § 
School at March Field: ; 








FE TIE a PO LOTS 








Major Millard F. Harmon, Jr. Commandant 

Major Carlyle E. Wash Assistant ne on 

Ceptain Orlo H. Quinn . Director of Flying Instruction 

lst Lieut. James L. Grisham Director of Ground Instruction 

lst Lieut. Byron T. Burt Secretary and Recorder 

lst Lieut. Frederick V.H. Kimble Commanding Officer, Cadet Detachmerti 
Major Chauncey L. Chase, M.C. Flight Surgeon. 





Exceptionally good flying weather has been encountered since the schoo: 
opened. Only two flying days were lost through inclement weather. The total 
flying time of the Cadets to date is 1127 hours, 35 minutes. The total aircrar< 
hours for the mcnth of November for the entire post was 1046 hcurs, 45 minutes. 
The number of cross-country flights for November was 203. 
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THE NEW CHIEF OF alk. SORPS 


Py virtue of reaching the statutory ege for retirwenh, Majer “Seotrel Mason 
M. Patrick relinqaished his position as Chief of the Army Air Corps on Lesevier 
13th last, being succeeded by Major- -General James E. Fechet. 

Shortly before noon of that day, all‘ the officers on duty in the Office «: 
the Chief of Air Corps assembled in his office to bid General Patrick farewe_] 
In a brief speech, General Patrick thanked his officers for their conperatio:, 
and loyalty and expressed the hope that they would manifest the same spirit + 
General Jamos EB. Fechet, his successor. 

In the evening at the Officers! Club at Washington Barracks, D.C., Genera? 
eni Mrs. Patrick were the guests of honor at a dinner tendered them ty the offia. 
cers and ladies with whom they have been associated. Among. the prominent guest: 
were the Hon. F. Trubce Davison, Asst. Secretary of War; Hon. %m.P. McCracken, 
pina Secretary of Commerce; the Air Attaches of the French, British and Ital- 

an Embassies; Mr. Porter Adenis, President of the National Aeronautic Associj- 
ies General James E. Fechet; Brig.—General Benj. D. Foulois and Col.R.H.Youe 

In addition to the above guests, all Air Corps officers on duty in Washire- 
‘ton and vicinity'and their wives were present at the dinner to pay homage to ‘te 
retiring Chief of Air Vcros. The. ball following the dinner was a most en joyabies 
affair. 

On the morning. of. becember 14th, Major-General James E. Fechet took the 
oath of office as Chief of the Army Air Corps. At the same time Brigadier- 
Generel Benjamin PD. Foulois was sworn in as successor to General. Fechet im cffi se 
ef Asst Secretary of War Daviron in the presence of Major-General Charles P, 
Summerall, Chief cf Staff, and Brigadier-General Brient H. Wells, Deputy Chief 
of Staff 

The oath was adm 
frrend of Generali Fec 


tered by Lieut.-Colonel Jenegi I. McMullen, a boyhood 
, and with whom he served in the Spanish-Americen War, 
Generel Fechet as § nt in Trocp D, 6th Cavalry, and Colonel McMullen as 
Sergeant in Trooo H, 5%" Cavalry. 

Let us glance into-the-service:recori of Ceneral Fechet, which is, indeed 
interesting. From a Puck Private to a Major-General - which began as a hard 
riding, fizhting scn of. the Army. General Fechot first enlisted as a private 
in Troop "D", Sixth Cavalry, in April 1898, during the-Spanish Americsn War, 
and served with distinction thru the grades of Corporal and Sergeant. At the 
close of the war = 1909 he was aprointeé a Second Lieutenant of Cavalry; on 
February 2, 1901 ne wes appointed First Lieutenant; -and on March 30, 1911 he ¥ 
appointed Soran. During cur late war:the General held temporary commissione 
of Major and Licut.-Cclonel, ‘waich was vacated on Merch 12, 1918. On June 30, 
1920 he was again apoointed Major and on July 1, 1920 was appointed Lieut.-Col- 
oneél. His interest in aviation began with the birth of the flying machine, mt 
it was not until August-5, 1917 that he: vas placed on duty with the “Aviation 
Section of the Signal Corps. In 1917 he. qualified as a Reserve Militery Avistr 
having taken his flying training at. Scotti. Fiela, Illinois: On Onvember 13, 16': 
he wes rated a Junior Military Aviator. During the lete war General Fechet w-. 
in command of various flying fields - Scott Field, Carlstrom Field, Dorr Fielé 
and Kelly Field. He was Air Officer of the Southern Department from May 1919 tr 
September 1920. On August 5, 1°20 he was permanently transferred to the Air 
Corps. In September, 1920 he was assigned to duty in the Office of the Chief ¥ 
Air Corps, first as Chief of Training and.Operations and later as Chief of Tran 
ing and War Plans Division. On July 1, 1924 he was detailed as Commandant of ‘} 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School at Helly Field, Texas. On April 27, 1925 he 
Was appointed Brigadier-General and Assistant Chief of Air Corps, and on Decer~« 
ber 13, 1927 he was appointec Major-General and Chief of Air Corps, WUCORUESAG, 
General Patrick who retired for age. 

Graduating from the Infentry and Cavalry School at Fort Leavenworth in 
1904, General Fechet was knom as an expert horseman end one of the best shoti 
of the nation. He holds many trophies, having won the Hale Medal with sixtee: 
consecutive bulls-eyes. Next tc flying, shooting I.dare say, remains his hobt? 
today. During his military career the General has participated in, and fough’ 
in numerous skirmishes. He was severely wounded at the battle of San Juan Hi... 
and his life gaved by the wonder surgeon, Dr. Nicholas Senn. Later he fough; 7 
the Island of Samar during the Philippine Insurrection and in 1916 served with 
General Pershing's punitive expedition into Mexico. 
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General Fechet was brought up in the Arry, living much at the Indian Fron- 
tier posts at which his father served, the late Lieut. Colonel Edmond G. Fechet, 
Who was cited fer grllant service at Antictam. Having been with his father in 
Texas during the campaign ageinst Geronimo and during the Sinux Indian War of 
1390-91, the General lived his boyhood days on a horse and life not only gave 
him that wonderful constitution but made him quick to think in emergencies. 

His education was received in the public schools of Jackson, Ohio, and then he 
attenced the Worthington Academy at Lincoln, Nebraska, and the University o¢ 
Nebraska. 
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49TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON MOVED TO LANGLEY FIELD 


In order to better facilitate its training, administration, supply and 
operation which will result from its concentration with other bombardment units, 
the 49th Bombardment Squadron has been transferred from Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Md., to Langley Field, Va. The wnit will proceed to Langley Field with organi- 
zational equipment. except such as will be required to »wroperly operate three 
bombardment end two observation planes at Aherdeen. Orders provide that the t 
following-naned Air Corps officers, new on duty with the 49th Squadron, and not 
to exceed ten enlisted ran of this unit, will remain at Aberdeen Proving Ground 
to carry on experimeatal work and demonstrations in conjunction with the acttvi- 
ties at that post: Major Fred H. Coleman, lst Lieuts. Mark R. Woodward, Wm.H. 
Bleakley and end Lieut. George H. Steel. 

---000--- 





THS SINKING OF THE S. S. "MANARI" (® 
By the France Field Correspondent : 


A few days ago we were informed by the Coast Artillery that the $.S. "Manar 
had been offered them for targ2t vractice, but by reason of shortage of ammuni- 
tion they were not able to accept the offer. They were satisfied that the Air 
Corps could have this snio for bombing practice if they so desired. Steps were 
immediately taken to obtain the vessel, and one morning several days later it 
was towed ov, to sea to become a target for our bombs and to seek its last rest- 
ing place az the bottom of ths cea. 

The Army Mine Planter, GXUIAM, with a number of Army officials on board, 
took the "Menari" in tow. The Air Corps, ».ther than thvse participating in the 
bombing, observed from airplanes and from our two launches. 

No attenot was made to sveed the sink.ng of the ship, as it was desired tc 
give our bomnvers an onportunity to do some practicing with live bombs since there 
had been nose so far this year. The plans were for the Pursuit and 7th Observa- 
tion Squadrors, using 25-lb. fragmentation bombs, to simulate an attack upon the | 
personnel ard machine gun installations of the ship, then for the Bombardment , 
Squadron to sink the ship, using 100-1b. domolition bombs. . However, the best 
laid plans frequently come to neught. By the tiie our Pursuit had dropped their 
bombs, the ship began to list, and before the 7th Observation could complete ics 
bombing it rolled over upon its sice and sank in 45 fathoms of water. The 24th F 
Squadron was highly commended for the accuracy of its bombing, but neturally the 
members of the 25th Bombardment Squadron were rather disappointed that they dii 
not get into the attack. 

The following day four old DH wings, painted yellow, were lashed together 
as a target for the bombers so that they could get rid of their fused bombs. 
Again the Pursuit was given a target; this time four gasoline drums were throw: 
out and the Pursuiters were allowed to bomb these. Our operations made the ris- 
take of offering the Pursuiters a prize for each drum sunk and later had to pu: 
in an order for four prizes. Captain Simonin and the Pursuiters are naturally 

highly elated over the showing made. 

The bombing has been very valuable and it is planned to expand the rest 
of our target allowance in like procedure within the next week or ten days. 
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Tennessee Jational Guerd: 





The corspsletion of “eshnville's new airoort is bein ravidly carried ou and, 


yrovided the »resent »romress continues. the new flyinz field will be comletely 
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finished by the early spring months. The new field will be known as 

McConnell Field, in honor of the late Lieut. F.B. McSonnell, poplar officer 
of the 105th Squadron, who lost his life in an airplane accident at Lengley 
Field, Ya. last June. The field will be used by the 105th Obs. Sadn. as « 
pase, and it is also intended that the airport cater to tge interests of com 
mercial flyers. Situated three miles west of the business section of the 
town on the N.C..and ST.L. Railroad, the field should be very easy for 
visiting aviators to find. The 105th Obs. Sgdn. invites both military and 
commercial flyers to take advantage of Nashville's new aviation facilities. 

Licut. John Gardner, A.C. was anjointed instructor for the Tennessee 
Squadroi and has been atthis duties for several weeks. 

The formation or orzanization of the Nashville Aero Club, a subsidiary 
organization to the 105th Obs. Sqdn. and composed mostly of members of the 
squadron, was carried out during a récent mecting of this organization. 

The 105th Photo Section just received a large consignment of up-to- 
date photographic supplies and equipment. 





Michigan National — 
With a $2,00C,000 tond issue calling for the establishment of a county 
airoort passed and, accoriingly, a modern and permanent home for the squadron 
ssured, officers and men of the 107th Obs. Sqda. are facing an ootimistic 


future. 


Missouri National Guard: 





Lieut."Casey" Lambert who, by the way, is responsible for the cartoon 
appearing at the head oi these notes, taken from tne National Guard Air 
Service News Letter, donated to tho field a Spervy revolving beacon with a 
steel tower, which is erpected to bea in operation within a short time. 

Pencine the propos:d bond issuc for the establishment of a complete 
modern airnort, tie Boacvd of Sstimate and Anportionament of St. Louis recom- 

mended to the Bo2rd of aldermen that an additionrl 76 acres adjoining the 
field on the north be acquired at once; thet another drainage system be put 
in with the temporary heedquarters onilding and puermaneut flood lighting 
equipment. These immed*ate irmrovements will be made out of general revenue 
fund which will be reimvursed upon the passing of the tond issue. 


Ohio National Guard: 





The 112th Onrervation Squadron was mmstered in on June 20, 1927, by 
Captain Roy D. Bardick, C.E., U.S. Army. First Lieut. C.E. Cummings, Air 
Corps, was detailed as Instrictor. -The squadron was cminped with four 
PT-1's an 0-2, and the necessary spare parts, tools, trucks, etc. 

Gabe the resular hangars are built the City; of Cleveland has allowed 
the Squadron to use No. 2 hancar of the Air, Mail in the northeast corner of 
the City Airport. Thouch cranped ‘for space the squadron is equipped to give 
ieianiont service and storage to visiting Army and National Guard ships. 
Mechanics are at the field at eall-hours. . 

During the week daxs the officers who are able to leave the cares and 
worries of business benind are putting in so many hours’ flying that they have 
worn out four or five motors end caused the Operations Officer no end of 
worry to, make the ene ard oil allowance last the year. 
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California Nation 1al Guard: 





The Third Anrual Commemoration Meet in honor of the Round-the-World 
Flight was held at Clover Ficld, Santa Monica, Calif., under the auspices of 


the National Acronautic Association. A crowd of anproximately 100,000 inter- 


ested spectators was on hand. ‘A-series of interesting acrial events were 
carried out without accident. e 

The Squadron has its own flying field at Griffith Park, Los Angeles,and 
is commanded by Major C C. Moseley, formerly of the Army Air Corps. Lieut. 
James B. Carroll, :A.C. was recently detailed as Instructor. Thé squadron has 
21 officers and 110 enlisted men, the equipment consisting of 4 Touglas Q-2 


planes and two PT-l's. 
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MARCH FIELD PERSONNEL PARTICIPATE IN AIR MEET AT -SANTA-MONICA 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., recently sent two formations of PTs and 
one of DHs to Clover Ficld, Santa Monica, to participate in the Air Mect held 
there uncer the ausovices of the Southern Celifornia Aeronautical Association, 
celebrating the third anniversary of the commencement of the Round-the-World 
Flight by the Army Air Corps. Rain and fog forced all the formations down when 
within a radios of 15 miles of their goal and also caused a postponement of the 
Air Meet which was carried out to a very successful conclusion on the following 
Sunday. 

Pilots from Crissy Field also attended the Meet. 

---000---= 


PAN-AMERICAN FLYERS HONORED 


High Go ernment end Army Officiels, diplomatic renresentatives of foreign 
countries, Members of Congress and other notables naid tribute on December 2lst, 
to the sroun of Army Air Corps officers who, under the leadership of Mejor 
Herbert A. Darcue, mede up America's Good Will Flight tc Pan-American countries. 

Exactly one year eco today, the "Good Will" mission, consisting of five 
Loening Amphibian observation planes and ten officers, took off from San Antonio 
on its journey of more than 20,000 miles. 

In recomnition of their courage and enterprise, Sectetary of War, the Hon- 
orable Dwight F. Devis, awardcd the Pan-Anericen flyers the Makay Trophy for 
distinguished aviation attainnent. At the same time, the flyers received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, for which they were cited by President Corlidge upon 


- their return last May. 


Presentetion of the trophy ani the medals took plece at a luncheon given by 
Assistant Secretary of war F. Trubee Davison at the Pan-American Union Building. 

Those present included: The Ambassadors of Great Britain, Argentina, Feru, 
Mexico, Brazil, France ani Chile. The Ministers cf Uruguay, Colombia, Panana, 
Costa Rica, Honduras, Venezuela, Nicarasua and Salvador, also the Charge d'Af- 
faires of Pararua, Bolivia and Guatemala. Other countries to be represented arc: 
the Dominican Republic, the Netherlands and Ecuador. 

Secretary of State, the Honorable Frank M. Kellogg; Assistant Secretary of 
War, Hanford MecNider; Assistant Secretary of Stare, Francis White; Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce, William P. MacCracken, Jr.; Assistant Secretary of Navy, 
Edward Warner; Major-General Charles P. Summerall, Chief of Staff; Major-General 
Mason M. Patrick, former Chief of Army Air Corps; Major-General James E. Fechet, 
Chief of Air Corps. 

United States Senator Hiram Bingham, Representatives W. Frank James, Henry 
E. Barbour and Martin B. Madden; Porter Adams, President of the Netional Aero~ 
nautic Association; Grover Loening, builder of the Amphibian plane; Dr. leo §S. 
Rowe and Dr. E. Gil Bores, of the Pan-American Union. 

The Army Air Corps officers, who, with Major Dargue, received-the Distin-~ 
guished Flying Cross for the Pan-American flight are; Captain Arthur B. McDaniel, 
Captain Ira C. Eaker and Lieutenants Eniis C. Whitehead, Charles McK. Robinson, 
Muir S. Fairchild, Bernard §. Thompson and Leonard D. Weddington. The widows 
of Captain Woolsey and Lieutenant Benton will receive the Distinguished Flying 
Crosses conferred upon them vosthumously. These two officers were killed ina 


erash at Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
---000--- 


PAN-AMERICAN PLANE TO BE PLACED IN SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE 


The "San Francisco" ~- first airplane to make the complete circuit of the 
Western Hemisphere -—- nosed its way into its last hangar at the Smthsonian 
Institute on December 19th. 

Shorn of its wings, its motor silent, its speeding through space ended for- 
ever, the huge Amphibian Army Air Corps plane, which flew in the formation that 
carried the good will of this country to Latin-American Republics last winter, 
was .° rolled into the airplane exhibit of the institute where it has been 
reassembled to stand as another monument to American air attainment. 

Surrounding it are othcr Army planes that have written history in the skies 
-- some of them over the battlefields.of Europe, others in peacetime projects ot 
great value to aviation progress. The group includes the first Army plane biili 
by the Wrights in 1908; the T-2 that meade the transcontinental non-stop flight; 


the "Chicego"of the 1924 Round-the-World flight and the 1925 Curtiss Army racer. 
~- 19 - V-5751 ehicGe 











The "San Francisco" was flow by-Ceptain Ira C. Eaker and Lieutenant Muir 
S. Fairchild. It is the only plane which has flow’ in every country in the 
Western Hemisphere. This includes 21 Republics in Central and South America, 
the United States, the Dominion of Canada, and thé insular possessions of Eng- 
land, France and the Netheriands. It has been aom kpimmmmate | 400 hours 
and has journeyed about 40,000 miles. 

Request to have the "San Francisco" placed <in. the Smithsonian Institution 
was made coon after completion of the Pan~Anerican flight but authorization was — 
deferred. because War Department officials desired’ to get the full benefit of theb 
entire life of the ship which has been exposed to exceptional hardships since Ff 
it first took the air. For four months it never saw a hangar and ran the whole? 
gamut of sun, sea, storms and snow. - Its usefulness is now gone. 
---0C0o~-- 


























WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Stetion: , : 
First Licut. James M. Gillespie, Brooks. Field, and lst Lieut. Jack C. 
Hodgson, Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas to Havana, Cuba for 


duty. 








Captain Roserham Beam, from March Field to Havana, Cuba, for duty. 

Cartain St. Clair Streett from Selfridge Field to Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, effective not later than Merch Ist. 

lst Lieut. Harry A. Johnson fron Wright Field to Selfridge Field, 
effective March 24th. 

end Lieut. Uervey R. Ogden from Brooks Field to Air Corps Training 
Center, Duncan Ficld, Texas. 

Ist Lieut. Robert. 3. Selff fron Wright Field to Office Chief of Air Corps, 
Reserve Officers ciiaanecl fro one year tour of active duty: 

lst Lieut. Wm. Ceriton Will iems, Ft. San Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Lewis Brewer, Brooks Field, Texas.° ' 

end Lieut. Leo Katzman, Selfridge Field, Mich. 
Officers relieved from detail with Air Corps: | : 

Major Johu F. Goodman to Infantry end Div. Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

Cantain Einar W. Chester to Infantry, 2nd Division, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. 

Captain Wm. A. Swift to Infantry, end Division, Pt. Sam Houston, Texas. 

Captain Robert L. Christian to Infantry, dnd Div. ‘ Ft Sam Houston, Texas, 

end Lieut. Willard L. Right to Ficld Art.,end Div., Ft. Sam Houston, Texesf 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


France Field, Panama C-nal Zone. 

November —- the month of heavy rain - and full of inspections and holidays. 
Flying has suffered. 

Lieut. Park tock Sgts. Keever, Kirby, Baxter, Dorn, McKnight, Lucy and Bxrse 
to Anton for a hunting trip. He was accompanied by Lieut. Jones ina D.w. The 
enlisted men enjoyed their trip very much and were returned to France Field by 
Capt. Herold and Lieut. Stinson. 

Lieuts. Wimsatt and King made a hurried trip to Anton, Nov.15th in Pw-9s. 





France Field, Panama Canal Zone. 





This station was very active during the past two months participating in its 
annual bombing and gunnery practice. It is hoped to poublish in the next letter a 
good long list of exverts. 

A flight cf Pii-9s made a cross-country flight to Anton on Nov. 22nd. One 
pilot had a little difficulty in landing and succeeded in washing out one good 
PW-9. Ye was unhurt, however, so we must call it a good landing. Lieut. Parker 
flew mechanics in a transnirt plane to survey the wreck, being accompanied by the 
Photo Ship with Licut. Douglas and Sgt. Mecks. On the following day Lieuts. Lar- 
son, Zane, Howard and Hutchins, with fiwe mechanics, in three Martin Bombers went 
to Anton to bring back the remains of the PiW-9 left there the day before. 

Lieuts. Mayhuc, Park and Bushey trx0k a trip to Mandinga in Loening Amphib- 
ians. San Blas, another name for this place, is cn the Atlantic Coast about 100 
miles south of Colca. 

Colonel Fisher, Cant. Skemp, Licuts. Larson and Geffney, Sgt. Bose and Pvt. 
Halloran enjoyed a hunting trip in Anton, bringing baci: over fifty wild pigeons. 

An expedition was organized by the 24th Pursuit Squadron to search for Xmas 
turkeys. Ccpt. Simonin, Lieuts. Parker, Merrick, Dougles, Williams, Pearcy and 
King journeyed to Garcien and found the necessary fowls. 

Lieuts. Howard and Cronau, with Major Prescott, a member of the Panamanian 
Government, Sgt. Hanson and Set. Ruter as pas:engers, flew cross-country to 
David by way of Albrock Field and Lajas. 

Three more Martins were flow cross-country to Aguadulce. Captain Connell, 
Lieuts. Larson, Martin, Carroll, Sgt. Gard and Corp. Galloway were the personnel 
on this flight. 

Two of our bachelors recently returned from leave. Lieut. Lewis brought 
Mrs. Lewis back with him. We hone George ilicDonald has just as good luck on his 
next leave. As soon as Lieut. Lewis returned with a wife the Commanding Officer 
was besieged with requests for leaves. Four bachelors left on the last boat for 
the States,- Major Bock, Lieuts. Downey, Zane and Probst. There may be a short-— 
age of marzied officers! quarters when they return. 

A preliminary survey, leading up, we hope, to real work on the field at 
Albrook, has begun. If all gocs well the field will be ready for occupancy in 
about a year. 

A very intercsting visitor on December 15th was Major Brainerd, Chief of 
Marine Aviation, who flew from the States to Managua, Nicaragua. He seemed well 
pleased with the werk being carried on at France Field. The personnel of the 
field is always willing to have visitors and is well pbeased to show them the 
work they are carrying on. Major Brainerd is a great booster for the tri-motor d 
Fokker, and we are expecting to get great use out of ours when it arrives. If 
there was ever a place which needs transports of the most dependable kind it is 
here in this country of jungles and few landing fields. 

Qur Commanding Officer, being an old Cavalryman, has happy memorics of pre: 
tice marches, 80 is pvlanning some for us during January and February. The plan 
is to heve each squedron take the field for a week, operating from advanced a:r- 
dromes in the Republic. Rations, cooks, etc., and as much of the enlisted per- 
sonnel as possible will accompany the squadrons, using the transport planes, 
and our boat, the "Pullen", which we borrowed from the Engineers. There is mvc: . 
enthusiasm over this coming trip - but principally among the male sex. 

24th Pursuit Squadron: There are so many enlisted men of this squadron 
clamoring to go on cross-country flights to David and other places in the inter- 
ior of Panama that it has become necessary to run a roster for them. We are ab 
t@ accommodate five or six mechanics on some flights by taking the Douglas Tran* 
port along in convoy. 
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-Was out of commission. The organization has ten pilots and fiffenn airplanes, 


“docked they lost no time in going to Colon and cclebrating their arrival. 
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Although David is a very pretty villege and the trip up there is very inter 
esting and rictureeque, that, however, is not the main attraction according to t 
subject of conversation on the return. 

During the months of July, August, September and October the squadron has 
had on an average of over 200 flying hours. In that whole period only one--plane 









all of which are PiW-9s. We do not say that this record has not been beaten, but | 
we do believe it speaks well for our mechanics, the PW-9 airplane and the Curtiss [ 
engine. 
th Observation Squadron: Oyr "Top Kick'!, Sgt. Jake Bloom, celebrated his 
birthday a fow nights ago, and ever since he's been feeling bad. He won't tell ff 
us what is ailing him. Jake is a real "Old Timer" in Army life, and here's hop- 
ing he lives to sce many more happy birthdays. 

Sgt. Drowns, the "Gandy Dancer" and "SncedyitLce just returned from a furlou: | 
in the States. They both claimcd they had a good time, but when the Transport | 













































Corporal Adams developed quite a taste for sentimental music, and may be 
scen most any night sitting on his bunk strumming the uke. He goes back to the 
States on furlough on the ncxt boat. Cen thet be the reason or is there more on. F 
the subject we don't know. ; 

Master Sgt. Flctchcr is a tomporery bechelor, Mrs. Fletcher having left on 
the last bost for a visit in California. 

Sgt. Huston, Corporel Snowden, Corporal Hall and several others of the %th 
Squadron lesve for the States within the next two months for disch>rge. Steff 
Sgt. McGhec is Set. duston's successor as flight chicf of B flight. 
Corporol Har-y Nelson is now in charge of the post fire department. 

Corporsl Tupper exsects his wife to arrive from the States on the next boat 








and has secured quarters in Colon. 


Luke Field, T:H.. "Nav. 10th. 

"SNAPPY STORILS" frem Molokai by Lieut. R.H. Magee. 

The 7énd Bombardmcat Squedron, otherwise knovm as the Eagles Brood, left 
Luke Field at 8:30 A.M., Monday, Oct. lOth for Hoolehau Field,M6lokai, for the 
annual field service. The wives of the vzrious officers kissed them goodbye 








with much m:sgivin;. Liout. MxcDenald was furnisned with a pair of Earfuffs 
and a pair co” Kilts by the local chapter of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and 
Licut. Lotha Smith was invested with the Order of the Bath which, however, was 


dropped in mid-chemel ty Cept. L.L. Harvey. 

After an uneventful trip the planes arrived 2t Molokai and were met by the 
local celebrities, including a Bevy of lei girls. It was noticed that they see+f 
ed disapoointed, and upon inquiry it developed that Lieut. Jimmy Hicks, the Ador- 
is of Luke Field, and Licut. Ferris, former model for Hert Scheffner & Marx, wer 
exnected for the week. Upon teing consoled by Lisuts. Moor and Paul, they seen > 
not to miss the ebsentees, and cfter a hornnipe graciovsly rendered by Lieut. 
MacDonald, were actualiy seen to smile. 4 

The first act of the Cemp Commander, Capt. H.C. Drayton, was to name the ff 
Cemp and Field in honor of Captain John W. Signer, A.C.,former C.0O of the 7end 
Squadron, who lost his life on Sept. 2, 1927, near Schofield Barracks, in an 
airplane crash. 

After the C-mp was established the nersonnel were given a short talk by 
Chaplain R.H. Magee and, due to the cosmopolitan camp followers, seme was also 
rendered in Hawaiian, Japanese, Chinest, Tagalog and French. 

Lieut. Dinty Moor, having been connected with the Aladdin Ready to Wear 
House Co., was placed in charge of building the cemp. He displayed his usual 
ingenuity, had every thing ready in jig time and dinner was served at 2:00 P.M. 
consisting of Baked Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Creamed Corn, Hot Biscuits and Coffee./ 

The afternoon was spent in arranging camp under the Personal supervision (if 
Capt. Pawnee Bill Drayton, the last of the Plainsmen. Chaplain Magee found an 
organ in the baggage of Capt. Pratt and requisitioned. it for Sunday Services. 

Lieuts. MacDonald and Paul sewed fish hcoks in their pockets so they woult 
not be tempted to go to the Metropole of Molokei and spend money. Lieut. Lothe 
Smith remarked that, in the wide and open spaces, he would try and think up 
some new alibis for the "Storm and Strife", as she wes catching up on the gol: 
alibi. Who could bleme her, for even if the nineteenth hole was 5000 yards lor 


it would not take until 2:00 A.M. to olay it. 
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The first dey rounded cut with a beutiful trovical sunset, making Licut. 
Dinty Moor homesick for Pittstursh. In the Evening Doc. Pratt, "Shiek of the 
Gobi Desert" ovened the Poker School, to the sorrow of severol so cplled experts. 
Ah aoproximately 10:00 P.M. all was quiet for a few ~inutes until the most hor- 
rible collection of sounds imaginable ceme from the vicinity of the tent of Crpts 
Drayton and Prett. Upon inwestivation it was found to emanate from a bovine So- 
prano and a Bass Burro singing a quartet with the doughty C-ptains, and, believe 
me, if it could be vroduced on a Victor Record it would make severel fortunes. 

On Tuesday afternoen Cant. Drayton and Lieut. Magee were teken on a per- 
sonally conducted deer hunt. After a two-hour drive in a Ford, Capt. Drayton re- 
marked ,"Look at the cows". "Cows hell", said our guide, "Them's deer", and with 
thet he jumped out, gave them a kick and away they went. The two nimrods immed- 
iately cracked down on them like true plainsmen but found they had neglected to 
load the suns. After running about a quarter of a mile the deer stop ed and 
looked back with a rather hurt expression, as if the said nimrods were not play- 
ing the game fair; so they fired about twenty rounds a piece with total casuai- 
ties of one demestic pig. Later on in the afternoon a large herd was spotted and 
Lieut. Mazee aimed at the first decr and killed the ninth one so the hunt was a 
complete success. - 

Wednesday was spent on Operetions and in the evening Lieut. Hibb Carr was 
presented with the desree of "M.T." by the University of Molokai, and same ac- 
cepted with anpropriate thanks. 

Tnursday morning Scotty MacDonald, having arisen late, found the eg¢es cold, 
so efter much arsument back and forth he stated, "Yes, I'm spoilt and my wife 
did it". About 10:30 A.M., the inspecting oerty, consisting of Col. Howard, Maj- 
or Ven Nostrend, Cant. McEntire, Lieuts. Cannon and McDeniel arrived, and we 
were able to entertrin them with a venison dinner, elthough somebody made remark 
as to whose beck yeré we found the tane deer. tied in. 

Friday wes a benner day for the camo as the Mascot (One Molokai Burro) adont- 
ed Scotty MacDonald as its master, thereby showing excellent judgment, as Scotty 
is well known for his winnings ways with women, children and animals. He was 
heard to make the remark that at leest an animal cennot bawl you out when you get 
in at 3:00 A.M. 

On Saturday, Lieut. Paul's Scotch instinct came to the fore and he took his 
trusty gun and ambled forth to ruin a wild turkey. Mrs. Paul, having furnished 
wonderful doushnuts and cookies for the officers, said that she would like Tur- 
key, so the hunt. After about six hours! walk Frank shot his turkey and remark- 
ed to WibbCarr that it was the first beald-heeded turkey he had ever seen. Hibb 
replied that he wes probably married and Frank said tf~thet's the case he's bet- 
ter off shot. Hibb replied better off half shot After dragzing the bird sever- 
al miles a native wanted to know where they were taking the buzzard, so the won- 
derful bird was tossed to the hogs. 

Seturday was spent in recreation, although Cept. Drayton and Lieuts. Moor 
and Carr flew to Maui for the week end. 

Sunday Services were-held over the Radio by Chaplain Magee, and while Lieut. 
MacDonald dozed the collection was taken up. He spent the rest of the day trying 
to locate it. 

Bright and early Manday morning camp was struck and all supplies loaded into 
the 23rd Squacron Bombers, which arrived at 7:00 A.M. Scotty bid a sad farewell 
to the mascot and we were off for Luke Field, beards, moustaches and all, and it 
can be said for one and all that the field service for the 7end Squadron was a 
complete’ success and was made so by the hearty co-operation of all the Molokai 
people, especially Mr. Sam Wight of the Molokai ranch, Mr. Lloyd Arnold, Resi- 
dent Manager of Libby McNeil & Lybby and Mr. Roland Gay of the Hawaiian Commissio::. 

72nd Bombardment Squadron, Cctober 10th.: The following personnel of this 
squadron flew in 7 DH-4M-ls te Homestead Field, Molokai for.a week of field ser- 
vice, Cepts. H.C Drayton, F.L. Pratt (Flight Surgeon), Ljeuts. L.A. Smith, F.M. 
Paul, R.H. Magee, R.C. MacDonald, H.H. Carr, R.D. Moor, and six mechanics. Seven 
Martin Bombers made two trips to Moloxei transporting twenty-four enlisted men, 
food and equipment. Cemp was established on the lending field and a ground radi» 
station was set up for communication with Luke Field. Electric lights were in- 
stalled in the Commanding Officer's tent, esch officer's tent, the recreation 
tent, Heedquarters and Operations tent and the mess tent. Field telephones were . 
installed at the gurrd outpost on the flying line, Hesdquarters tent and the Com- 
manding Officer's tent. A radio broadcast receiver with a loud speaker was set 
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up and functioned excellently. The damp was named in honor of the late-Gapt. 
John W. Signer, A.C. 

Octecber llth. Two flights of three planes each took off at 8:00 A.M.,.and 
simulated a bombing raid over Kahului, Maui, returning at 10:15 A.M. Redic com. 
munication was maintained with Luke Field. In the evening several coast ste- 
tions were heard over the loud speaker. 

October leth. Two flights of three planes each took off at 7:55 A.M., and 
simulated a bombing raid over Honopu, Lanai, returning at 9:50 A.M. The two 
flights landed on the Lanai City Field and inspected it. Radio communication 
Was maintained with Luke Field. 

October 13th. One flight of five planes took off at 8:40 A.M., and sim- 
lated a bombing raid over Kalaupapa, Molokai, returning at 9:30 A.M. Capt.H.¢ 
Drayton, took off at se 45 A.M., and made a reaonnaissance of the Island of Moin~ 
kai, landing at 9:15 A.M. Colonel J.H. Howard, Department Air Officcr, and Major 
P.E. Van Nostrand, ee Officer, Luke Field, arrived at 9:15 A.M., and in- 
spected the camp. The inspecting party returned to Luke Field at 1:30 P.M. 

October 14th. One flight of five planes took off at 8:00 A.M., and silu- 
lated a bombing raid over the Island of Kahoolawe, returning at 10:00 A.M. 

October 15th. One flight of three planes flew to Maui landing at Kahei. 

October loth. One flight of three planes returned from Maui at 8:45 A .M. 

October 17th. Camp was broken at 5:30 A.M., and all equipment packed for 
loading on the bombers. Seven Martins made two trips transporting enlisted men 
and equipment back to Luke Field. Two flights of three DH-4M-ls each took off 
eat 3:00 A.M., and landed at Luxe Field at 9:10 A.M. One DH-4M-1 returned with 
the Martins on their second trip landing at Luke Field at 1:20 P.M. 

4th Observation Squadron: This.squacron is now in the throes of machine gin 
firing and bombing. Several very good ground target scores were turned in, thos: 
having over 409 being Lieuts. Givens, Ferris, Williemson and Richards. The Cb- 
servers are heving a harder time to find the elusive ovll. A new method of ap- 
proach is being tried cut in wnich the ship flies a portion of the circumferences 
of the circle of which the terget is the center, crosses the 400 ft. when at tke 
minimum distance from the target anc thercafter remains behind that line. This 
approach permits an earlier sight on the target. In connection with the target 
season for forward and rear guns, eighty-five missions each were performed: dur- 
ing the mor.th. 

The personnel of the squedron has been diviced in squads for baseball, vol- 
ley ball, swimming, and ebay track and ooxing, each in charge of an officer. 

7ond Boinbardr.s fis this squadron is equipped with Dus, per- 
mission was Canina te ad arenes to fire the Pilots' Course "A". Two target 
Work is now being conducted, wnile the 4th Obs. Squadron is using the ground 
targets. Squadron personnel was augmented by the return of Lieuts. J.J.0O'Connel, 
and F.S. Borum from leave in the States. 

Lieut. 2.C. MacDoneld uncerwent an operation for ihtestinal trouble at 
Tripler General Fospitai but is recovering very rapidly. 

Thirt:-two forwar2 g~an missions were performed during the month in additin:. 
to simulatcd bombing formations and other tactical maneuvers. 

egrd Bombardment Svsuadron: Forty-eight bombing missions were performed 
during the month. A three-plane formation from this squadron was in the chain 4 
formations which met the new Matson liner "Malolo", Nov. 17th. 

Capt. L.L. Harvey, the C.0., is recovering from a bad case of infection on 
his hands. With his bandages he took on the appearance of an Egyptian Munny. 

Lieut. Jimmy Hicks has developed the Hicks Spotter for bombing. Tow artil- 
lery B.C. telescopes are used at the ends cf a baseline on shore and readings 
are taken on the splash of the bom in the water, using the target as the zero 
point. Jimmy says its 0.K. but Lieut. George Polk has to work out the results. 
and his remarks cannot be printed. 

65th Servicd Squadron & the Repair Ynit: The Repair Unit has at last star 
ed to function. They report 6 DH-4M-ls, 2 ay 1 PW-9, 3 Liberty 12-As and 1 
Curtiss D-12 as having been overhauled during the Month. The Fokker C-2 is now 
ready for delivery, new landing gear with brakes, seats and everything. 

A number of civilian employees for the Repair Unit arrived from Rockwell, 
Scott and Wright Fields. 














Luke Field, T.H., December 1, 1927. 








The Commanding Officer takes great delight in maxing fire drills in the wk 
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small hours, to the great disrust of the dwellers .n the field. The fire denart- 
ment, however, is now in its hiv~hest state of efficiency due to these methods of 
the C.0. and the instruction from the Fire Marshal, Lieut. Frank Paul. 

Luke Ficld micsratcd to the B.0.Q. at the Navel Air Station for the Army-Nevy 
geome returns, onio big time was had by all. 

Officers Unit Scneol is now ‘in progress. 

_ .& Deuvrlas Transport arrived on the MEIGS last week, and all of the kamasinas 
(old timers) are anxiously waiting to see whnt she looks like. 

Major-General ¥.R. Smith, Department Commander, visited the field Nov. 29th 
for. an informal insvection. 

Seettcred members of the Bear Hunters Association lend me you ears, espec- 
ially one Cril Wneeler, a second Jawn McCulloch, a third Beach Boy Goldsborough, 
a fourth Jerry Etheridge - the Grand Potentate O'Connell and his right hand man 
Davidson have returned with the spoils from Alaska (two bear, two moose, one 
enribou ani one wolverine). They announced imrediately after their return that 
the Zascolation would again gather in conclave after the completion of the Five 
Year Program, at Puniki, Halewia, Oahu. 

+ An Inter-Squadron basxetball league was started by the Post Athletic Officer 
Lieut. P.H. Prentiss, the standing to date being as follows: 23rd Bombardment 
Squadron, 100% with seven won; 4th Observation, .701 with five won and two lost; 
Staff, .333 with two won and four lost; 72nd Bombardment, .209 with two won and 
five lost and the 65th Service, .140 with cone victory and six defeats. All gamer 
are played on a court laid cut on the ténnis courts. The concrete floor requires 
the use of kmee pads, elbow pads and helmets. This league is expected to develo» 

the material for the Luke Field team in the Honolulu Sector League scheduled to 
start December 15th. 





Langley Field, Hampton, Va., November 29th. 


19th Airship Company: Following the flight of the Airship TC-254 to Wash- 





..ington to participate in the funeral exercises of Captain H.C. Gray, a number of 


students from the Army Medical School were taken up as passengers. After land- 
ing them the return flight was made to Langley Field. 

A photographic mission was flown to South Hill, Va., to loaate possible 
landing ficlds in that vicinity agd the Pec Dee River bridge. 

The Airships TO-5-251 and TC~10-254 took part in the Armistice celebration 
over tidewater Virginia. The ships left at 9:20 A.M., circled over Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, Newport News, Hampton and Fort Eustis, nail returned at 11:30 A.M, 
Lts. 4.1, Puryear and W.J. Flood commanded the ships with crews of eight men 
“gach, 

59th Service Squedron: Lieut. A.R. McConnell, Engineering Officer of this 
Squadron, does not often have news for this letter, due to the small organization 
and the few nlenes he has under his control, as this squadron has only two NBS- 
ls and one C4l transport to cere for. This week he sent us a news letter item 





‘which shows the care he takes and the interest he shows in his planes. In view 


of the contents of the letter, the pilot's name should be omitted, although it 
does not reflect oh his ability but only on Lieut. McConnell's solicitude. He 
tells us that the transport sent on this trip was fully loaded, and then goes on 


-to say: 


"This is the second time we have let our transport go so far away from its 
home base, and we very much hope that it will come back in one piece." *It did. 

Second Bombardment Group: The Group was busy the past week completing re- 
cord bombing, starting machine gun work and practicing for the Pee Dee River 
Bombing trip. The 20th Squadron completed its 5,000 ft. intermediate altitude 
bombing and started high altitude record bombing. Some very good scores were 
made so far, the record score being made by Lieut. Stowell, bomber, and Lieut. 
Lichtenberger, pilot, (797). This is several points above the high score made 
in the Bombing and Gunnery Matches held here last spring. All are much inter- 
ested in getting final figures on the run, as it is likely that a number of of- 
ficers will receive ratings as Expert Aerial Bombers, and it is hoped to better 
the high score made in the National Matches. 

General News of the Field: On Nov. 15th Major Bagley, Engineers, witht. 
OtNéel as pilot, in an 0-2, passed through here from Bolling to Pope Field to 
inspect the prospect for aerial mapping in vicinity of Fort Bragg, N. C, Major 
Begley, connected with acrial photography and mapping for years, aided greatly 
in the development of the tri-lens camere now in general use for this purpose. 
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Mejor H.S. Barwell, Commanding Cfficer, Bolling Field, arrived here Nov. 
iSth, stayed overnight end returned the next day. 

; Major Davidson, Operations Officer, Mitchel Field, arrived here feo Bole 
ling on N,v. 15th on a short visit to friends here. Held ap by tad ese) 
for several days , he returned on the 19th. 

On Nov. 16th and 17th two visits of inspeetion and instruction were mass 
from Fort Monroe, the CAS NCO School coming over the first day and officers 
from the Coast Artillery School the second day. ‘They were show. thru the Shops 
and hangars on the line, then thri the N.A.C.A. laboratories and the airshin 
hangar. Lectures were given by officers and 0.C.0.s at the different poins: 
of interest and questions answered by guides assigned tc the party. All seenedq 
considerably interested in the various activities and expressed appreciatioz 
for the information given. 

Lieat. W.C. Morris jist reported for duty from Dsllas, Texas. He was :s- 
Signed to Wing Headquarters and made Assistant Wing Operations Officer in pizce 
of lst Lieut. E.S. Davis, who was transferred to the Air Corps Tactical Schoo., 

The writer noted soms discussion in the News Letter of November 10th Pret 
the Kelly Field: Correspondent which seems to indicate a spirit of rivalry ‘we 
shall say) tetween Maxwell Field Correspondent and him. As to the merits c? 
the argument. we hrve nothing to say, but it does seem that if a spirit of ec 
petition between the various correspondents was started the News Letter woul: : 
become increasingiy more interesting, so thet shortly we could have one comiz.e 
in every week. Ardif anything is started, Langley Field will do its part. 

Ed. Note: Perhaps our Langley Field Correspondent is right. Get the 
chips ready, boys! 


Langley Fioid, Hampton, Va., Jecember 6th. 





Second Bombard dment Group: The 58th Service Squadron recently moved from 
its old berracks to the quarters formerly occupied by the 50th Observation Squ i. 
ron. These barracks have been repaired throughout and are now in good conditi- 
and a new room has been added to the frort of the mess hall. The men worked h. ré 
all morning and displeyed very commendable spirit in their job. 

Returning from a cross-country training mission recently, Lieut. H.C. Lic 
tenberger, 20th Squadron, flying an LB-5, had qvite an experience while flyinz 
down the coast. of New Jorsey. Flying low to avcid strong head winds, he sudde: 
ly ran into a dense ground fog. 





Attempting a 189 degree turn, the plane passe: 

over an inlet, end with no land showing Lieut. Lichtenberger became confused ; 3 
for several minutes wes flying over salt marsh and water. Finally, he took a 
compass course, headed due east, and'in a short time picked up the beach line ay 
which he landed. Walking up the beach a coast guard station was reached and :! 
Was ascertained that th2 locelity was near Stone Harbor, N.J. Lieuts. Lichte:- 
berger, Gillespie and Sst. Tafel spent the night at the coast guard station ar. 
took off the next day for Langley Field. 

The 20th Squa¢ron centinued record bombing all week when weather permitte ., 
but sofar no final_sceores were completed. Between other missions the teams ac. 
signed to the Pee Dee River bridge bombing trip continued their practice on tr 
outline bridges on the bombing ranges, and according to reccrds to date since ‘ile 
bridge is only 20 feet wide by 500 feet long, and the trajectories or the prac 
tice bomb vary more than the demolition bomb, only about 10% direct hits are r-i 


which is considered very good. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Crlif., November 26:h. 


2 ee 





Major Gerald C. Brant took over the command of Crissy Field, relieving Ma '- 
or Albert L, Sneed on November 10th. Major Brant called an officers! meeting, 
outlining his policies and expressing his pleasure in his new command. 

Lieuts. Willis R. Taylor, Theodore J. Munchof, Wentworth Goss, Alfred W. 
Marriner, Theodore J, Koenig and Dean Farran left November llth to participate 
in the military race at Clover Field in comneration of the Round-the-fWorid 
Flight. Due to inclement weather the races were postponed. 

A letter was received from Daniel J. O'Brien, Chief of Police of San Fran- 
cisco, thanking us for the plane escort for Captain Gleeson's funeral. 

Ljeut. Frederick E. Edwards ended his tour of active duty of two weeks 
at this station. 

Permission was received from the War Department to attend the races at 
Clover Field, but organs were given that no planes would participate. Lieuts, 
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_ H. Barber, Leo C. Allen and Arthur L. Smith left Nov. 18th to attend this 
event. 

Lieut. Frank H. Barber gave a talk on Aviation and Transvortation before the 
Oakland Traffic Club in compliance with our policy to cromote aviation in general 
Major Gerald C. Brant and Ceptain Wm.C. Ocker left for Rockwell Field to 

ferry a new 0-2 to that station. 
Lieut. George A. Jones ferried General Middlestadt to the vrison at Folsom 
to investigate the riot at that plece. : 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., December 29th. 





Under the able direction of lst Lieuts. Earle H. Tonkin and Alfred Linde— 
burg the ficld has taken great interest in the recreational and athletic activ- 
ities. A new basketball court and cance floor was just completed in one of the 
hengers, and many good games with surrounding cities, followed by dances, are 
anticipated. Four first class moving pictures shows a week are offered at the 
Post Theatre, and a recent attendance of 412 speaks well for the quality of the 
pictures being showm. The post orchestra, made up from the enlisted musical 
talent of the field, renders their appreciated efforts during each performance. 

In spite of the fact that practically all of the commissioned personnel live 
in Riverside, March Field has not been lacking in its social entertainments. 
Several delightful dances have been held in the Officers Club on the Field, as 
well as at the Country Club at Riverside. The Ladies‘ Bridge Club is exvected 
to hold their aftcrnoon beidge meetings shortly after the first of the year. 

On Navember Grd the officers and their wives were guests of the Riverside 
Chamber of Commerce at a dinner and dance held at the Mission Inn. The opening 
address of welcome was <ivon by Mr. Raymond Evans Best, Attorney-at-Law, in River- 
side, and the acceptance for March Fieid was given by the Commanding Officer, Ma, 
or M.F. Harmon. This social function did much towards promating a friendly spirit 
and better understanding between the people of Riversice and the personnel of 
March Field. 

Lieuts. Charles McK. Robinson and Leonard D. Weddington just returned from 
Washington, where they were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for their ex- 
traordinary achievements while participating as pilots in the Good Will Pan-Amer- 
ican Flight. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, December 3rd. 





Captain Nobuichi Kusunoki, Assistant Military Attache of the Irperial Japan- 
ese Embassy at Washington, made an informal visit to this Depot Nov. 15th ona 
tour of “visits to various military activities. 

A recent addition to our official family is lst Lieut. ,Alfred A. Kessler, 
Jr., who was transferred to this Depot from Brooks Field. . He was assigned to 
duty as an Assistant Engincer Officer. 

Lieut. R.V. Ignico, Depot Supply Officer and lst Lieut. A.W. Vanaman, Chi:/ 
Engineer Officer, flew cross-country to Fort Crockett on Nov. 80th in connection 
with coordination of suoply and engineering matters, returning by air on Decembor 
end, 

Lieut. Thomas H Chapman, Operations Officer, returned Nov. 30th from a 
leave of ebsence since Sept. 6th. He .reports a very enjoyable vacation. 

Major-General William C. Rivers, the Inspector General, on a tour of in- 
spection of various military activities, visited the Depot, Dec. end, accompan- 
ied by Brig.-General Frank P. Lahm, A.C. and officers of Hdqrs. 8th Corps Area. 

First Lieut. Frederick V.H. Kimble and 2nd Lieuts. James H. Collins and 
John Q. Adams arrived here Dec. Srd by rail from March Field, Calif., to secure 
and ferry back to that station three PT-1 planes. 

Mr. George Williams, Zlectrician of our Engineering Department, was on tem-- 
porary duty for two weeks at March Field, Calif., for the purpose of repairing 
orientators and instructing mechanics there in the manitenance of this equip-- 
ment. Mr. Richard T. Harrison, of our Station Suivply Department, was transfer- 
red on Nov. 9th from this Depot to Luke Field, havaii, for sunply work. 

A hunting party, consisting Largely of the ccnmissioned personnel of this 
Depot, recently returned from a trip to the mowtains of Real County, Texas, 
reporting a nice kill and an excellent time. 
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Headquarters, “San “Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texew, Dec. 29th. ; 





This Depot recently enjoyed a short visit from Colonel Hanford Mactia ; 
Assistant Secretary of War, accompanied by Captain Rotert G. Ervin, of an offi : 
as pilot, en route on a cross-country trip from Washington. 

Lieut. Norman D. Brophy, Adjutant, returned to duty from the Station Hos. f[ 
pital at Fort Sam Houston, having undergone an operatiatn for an»endicitis. 

Lieut. W. J. McKiernan arrived here Dec. 25th from Langley Field to secure 
and ferry back a CO-4, leaving here Dec. 29th on his return trio. 

The Engineering Department of this Depot overhauled and repaired the foi- 
lowing airplanes and engines during the month of November: Airplanes, 6 DH-4N-er 
2 DH-4M-2, 2 DH-4M-1, 15 PT-1ls, 1 AT-4, 2 02s, 2 O2-Cs, 1 C-1-C, 1 O2-M4, 1 Ns F 
total 35, Engines - 38 Liberty, 42 Wright 3B, total 80. 

Adventage is being taken to the fullest extent possible by many hunting ; 
earties here of the glorious weather we areleving this season and the generous § 
game prospects in the way of deer, turkey, quail, etc. A hunting party conmmose? 
of some of our officers and others, headed by Colonel Mars, recently returned 
from a short trip in the mounteins of Real County with a fine bag of game ani 
reports of an excellent time hed by all. On this trip some of the officers den. 
onstrated beyond a doubt their naviating ability, each thoroughly orienting hin. 
self before leaving camp so as to be assured of returning on scheduled time. 

The Duncan Field Civilian fee wes recently reorganized on a more efficien! 
basis. An able corps of officers of the Club was elected, with C.0. Wetherell 
as President and E.W. Hailey as Secrctary-Treasurer. The club is organized for 
social and welfare purposes and the furtherance of morale in general among the 
employees of this Depot. New plans are being made, and everything scems to be 
"all set" for enjoyable and beneficigl activity in this connection. 








Fort Crockett, Gaiveston, Texas, Nov. elst. 





During the past 14 cays gzound training of the Third Attack Group consist- 

ed of military drill on Wednescey mornings for ell men. OnWonday, Tuesdey, 
Thursday ond Friday of cach week (holidays excepted) classes were held in Over- 
ations, Admiristration, Mnginecring, Armament, Retlio and Airplane Mechanics for 
all enlisted men. 

Grounc. training of commissioned persernol Curing tie first week of the 
month consisted of lectures by Lieut. Robbins on Aerts cei Gunnery. The second 
week was devoted to lectures by Lieut. McGinley on the use and care of para- 
chutes The following week's schedule consisted of Astronomical Navigation, 
Dead Reckoning and Pilotege, classes conducted by Lieut. H.W. Anderson. 

Aerial training for the past 15 days consisted of Individual Synchronizec 
Machhne Gun Training, Spot Landing Training and Judivicual Dummy Bombing. 

Cross-country flighss by g,ersornel of this ficld were made as follows: 

Lieut. pe Pennirztcon to Memphis, Tenn., returning with end Lieut. G.H. 
MacNair as oassenger; <1d Lieut. H.M. Newsirom with 2nd Lieut. A.L. Bump, Jr. 
to Duncan Fi sid, vie Fort Sam Houston, for the pernose of transporting military 
supplies and personnel; end Lieut. E.C. Roboins with Tech. Sgt. Crawley to 
Kelly Field; 2nd Licut. D.W. Benner with Staff Sgt. Clinger, 2nd Lieut. W.W. 
Gross with Staff Sgt. Jonnson, dnd. Lieut. H.W. coer with Sgt. Livp; Lies. 
Robert D. Johnson with Licut. A.E. Cabana, oll to Kelly Field, Texas; end Liex:. 
R.H. Gilley with Sgt. Bihami, and end Lieut. A.M. Kelly with Corporal Pouncy x 
College Station, Texas; 2nd Licut. H.M. Turner with Capt. Stcut, MC. to Memphi::, 
Tenn.; end Lieut. G.d. MacNair with Steff Set. Hightower to Kelly Field via Drr- 
can Field; end Lieut. I.M. Palmer with Pvt. Sallarcllei to New Orleans, La.; 
end Lieut. &.R. Harris, Jr. with end Lieut. R. Eeber to Brecks Field, Texas; 
2nd Licut. G.C. McGinley with Major Frank D. Lackland to Tallulah, La., via 
Monroe and Shreveport; lst Lieut. C.R. Mciver with Staff Sgt. Braxton to Boston, 
Mass.; 2nd Licut. K.W. Boyd with Capt. C.E. Brenn to Pensacola, Fla. 

Major Frank D. Lackland, Post and Group Commander, accompanied by Lieut. 
George C. McGinley, returned from a trip extending from Dayton to Rantoul con- 
ferences thru Washington, D.C., New York and Buffalo, in connection with the new 
A-3 Attack airplane. 

Major Lackland, accompanied by Lieut. McGinley, visited Shreveport and Mone 
roe, La., via air, at the request of civil organizations of those cities, in ig 4 
interest of aviation activities. Major Leckland found the civic organizations? 
on their tocs, enthusiastic in making great strides in the development of cansiled 
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cipal aviation fecilitics. 

Captain Roy A. Stout, Dental CoMms, on temmorary duty here from Fort Sam 
Youston, Texas, left for Detroit on detached service to attend the annual Ameri- 
can Dental Association Convention. 

Lieut. Waldine . Messmore rencrted for duty and was assigned to the 8th 

ttack Squedron. With his wife and two children Lt. Messmore has taken quarters 
in the City. 

Licut. L.w. Desrosiers, a graduate of the last class at the Air Corps Ad- 
vanced Flying School,reported for duty and was assigned to the 60th Scrvice Sqdn 

2nd Lieut. Herbert Wi. Anderson, A.C. (C.A.C.) was transferred to the Air 
Cor 2s. ; 

Major Frederick L. Martin, Chicf of the Inspection Division, accompanicd by 
Mejor Fitz%crald, recently visited the post in connection with the establishment 
of the Maintconance and Inspection System. 

Brig.-Generel Frank P. Lahm, Commanding the Air Corps Training Centcr, vis~ 
ited Fort Crockett by air to inspect the Gunnery Stage of the A.C.A.F.S. Gen. 
Lehm wes cntertained at luncheon by tne officers of the Air Corps Club. 

Lieut. Reymond C. Zettel and Mr. Frank Paulus of the Armament Scction, Me- 
teriel Division, arrived at Fort Creckctt by air from Wright Field for several 
days! experimentel work with the Third Attack group vilots in connection with ecx- 
ncrimenteal gun mounts and occesscries which are conducted with a Thomas Morse 
A-6 airplone. 

On Navember Sth the Fert Crockett 1927 Bascball Trophy was at the post paroc 
and review precented to the 90th Atteci: Squeiron, commanded by Lieut. E.H.Wonod. 
This Squadron won 11 out of the serson's 12 gemes. 

Fort Crockett is soxing in strong for soccer, a post team having been formed 
from the choice of organizetion players. 

A Post Easketboll squed, cvlled "The Flyers", was orgenized and is now play~ 
ing on open schedule. Under the supervision ond manegement of Lieut. Howard M, 
Turner, Athletic Officer, the teem hes been cleaning up everything in its vath. 

The onening of the post bowling alleys by Lieut. Wm.R. Sweeley, Post Ex- 
change Officer, was attended with remarizadle results. Two afternoons a week are 
set aside for officers and two evenings for officers and ladies. The alleys 
are onerating to capacity during all open hours. A prize of $1.00 is given each 
week for the week's highest score, which is now held by lst Sgt. Ernest Baldridge 
of the 9Cth Squadron. 

The Service Club was completcly romodeled by Chaplein Longbrake prd nith 
nowiy;: acquired equipment is fast resembling a combination of theatre and summer 
gardcn. Chaplain George R. Longbrake hes cxtensive plans for holiday programs, 
particulerly for the Children of the station. 





Brooks Field, Sen Antonio, Texes, December 6th. 


On the efterncon of December end, on the perede ground in review before the 
Commandant, the class of July lst extended formal "Recognition" to the class of 
Naevember lst Cedets. In celebration of that imnortant event, the Cadet Corps 
at Brooks Field sponsored a dance at the Sen Antonio Country Club the seme even- 
ing, and the ncw class was made to feel thoroughly et heme in its new environment 

The officers and ladies of Brooks Field entertained the new class of stu- 
dent: officers beginning training on November lst at a dance given at ‘the Offi- 
cers! Club on the cvening of December 2nd. All officers and their gucsts from 
the 8th Corps and Kelly Field were invited and the evening was thoroughly en- 
joyed by all. 

Major FitzGerrld, Commanding Officer, returned Nov. 22nd from Galveston, 
where he had flown in a P-1-B. 

There were ap»roximately 20 ships from Brooks Field on cross-country cver 
the Thanksgiving holidays. They were scattered to all oarts of Texas in search 
of the elusive deer, turkey and other game. 

end Lieut. Léonard H. Rodieck, stationed at Kelly Field, reported for duty 
at this station on Nov. 25th. 

Captain Louis R. Knight, wo recently returned from service in the Phil- 
ippnines, renortcd for duty here and was assigned as Director of Ground In- 
struction. 

Corporal Robert C. New, 62nd Service Sauadron, was detailed to take a 
course of instruction at the Wright Acronautical Corporation plant at Paterson, 
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N.J., on J-5 Whirlwind engines for a period of 31 days. After returning to this 
station it is proposed to heve Corporal New instriet other personnel in the care 
and maintenence of this tyne of cngine. It is understood that one man from each 
Air Corsvs Stetion is to be detailed to take a similar course. 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texes, December. 16th. 





Major FitzGereld recently left on a five-day hunting trip to Leaky, Texas. 
He reported game plentiful and a successful hunt. 

Licut. Lee F. Gehlback left the field for a month's leeve on the Pacific 
Coast, after mhich he is to report for duty at Selfridge Field, Mich. 

All enlisted personnel of the field pooled their interests for a dence given 
on the evening of December c6th in the balloon hangar at this field. 


Air Office, Hdqrs. Philip»ine Deot., Oct. 31, 1927. 





Major W.B. Duty, Devartment Air Officer, and Mrs. Duty just returned fro 
China where they srent a month visiting in Peking, Ticntsen, Shanghai and Hong 
Kong. 

Lieut. A.S. Albro, Assistant Air Officer, and Mrs. Albro socnt 10 days in 
Baguio. Prior to re*urring to the United States they plan a month's visit in 
China and Japan. 

Philippine Air Depot: Lieut. and Mrs. Martenstein and Lieut. and Mrs. Biv+ 
ins returned from a visit to China and Japan. Mrs. Whitesides, wife of Captain 
J.G. Whitesi¢es, also returned from a visit of these two countries. The Chinese 
and Japaness Jeelers are much better off financially after having had a visit 
from these gvod people. 

Our Gonmanding Officer, Capt. J.G. Whitesides, is on detached service thak- 
ing a first hand study cf the rhilir vines. 

The Engineering Departmen: is working to capacity and the place is beginni 
to look like a real revair denot. 








tH 


Carp Nichols, Rizal, PI. 





Oth Service Seren lst Lieut. Donald L. Bruner, Adjutant and Supply 
Officer, has been sick in Sternberg General Hosrital, Manila, for the past thre> 
weeks : 

In connection with anti-aircraft miscions vith the Coast Artillery, Capt. 
George L. Usner, Squadron Commander, was very active in participating therein. 

Set. L. Oliver was discharged for the convezience of the government to 
accept a commission as third licutcnant in the Philippine Constabulary. We 
all wish him lots of luck and success. 


Headquarters, Fourth Connosite Group: Captain ndatatbeg D. Wheeler, assumed 
ecmmand of %.1c Organization, Sent. a6th, relieving lst Lieut. Corley P. McDar- 
ment, who at present is the Post Adjutant during the temvorary absence on leave 
of lst Lieut. Davia G. Linglc. 

Private Harry Atkinson likes the Islends so well that he has made appli- 
cation for extension ce his tcur of Foreign Servicc. 

Basebell season started off this month with 100% enthusiasm. 





Twenty-eight Bomb ardmert Sq Squadron: First Lieuts. Paul E. Burrows, Charles B, 
DeShields, Lawrence J. Carr, Hez McClellan and Jemes W. Woodruff are enjoying - 
detached service in the southern islands or leaves of ebsence in China. ‘Their 
absence reduced the number of officers assigned to six, one of whom is sick in 
quarters and another on snecial duty at Fort Mills, Corregidor Island. 

All members of tne organization who participated in the painting, and con- 
struction of concrete walks about the barracks were grented a ioliday on Oct 
2lst. An enjoyable day was spent by all, the place chosen for the blow-oui be- 
ing Los Banos, a few miles north of the Post. 


Flight "3B", 2nd Observation Squadron: During the month, Flight "B" has had 
meny chenges in her personnel, especially among the enlisted men. 

Corporal Groan, Air Mechanic, Ist Cl. was anvointed Sergeant, Air Mechanic 
end Cl.; Pvt. lst Cl. Haupt wes appointed Corporel, Air Mechenic Ist Cl. Nvumer- 
ous promotions frem private to privete, first class, also took place, and, with 
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the exception of only two men, ell cheve a rating of some kind. 

Captain Donald Wilson, recontly of the Office of the Chief of Air Corps, 
temporarily assumed commend of Flight "B",vice Cant. D.B. Howard, who assumed 
temporary commend of the Post during the ebsence on leeve of Major C.W.Howard. 

The appearance of Flight "B" barracks was considerably improved by a new 
coat of paint - a beautiful shade of green with the windows trimmed in whité. 


Clark Field, Pamoanga, P.I. 








Third Pursuit Squedron: Lieut. P.W. Wolf, Lieut. and Mrs. K.B. Wolfe and Mrs. 
McMullen returned from a month and a half trip through China and Japan. All re- 
ported a most enjoyable trip and came back with many purchases. 

Almost coinciding with the return of these members of the Field, two other 
officers left, Lieut. Heffley on the 18th on one of the German line boats for 
China and Japan and Licut. Schulgen on the 23rd for China, Indo-China and Siam 
on the Navel Destroyer "MacLeish". Lieut. Bobzien also exnected to go on the 
Navy trip, but after getting as far as Shanghai, due to an unexpected delay of 
the boats and the indefinitemess of the trip in general, he decided to return 
and came back commercially the latter vert of the month. Prectically all the 
officers and wives on the Field have been to both China and Japen by now and 
will soon be thinking of returning home, as the next eight months will see an 
almost complete turnover in commissioned nersonnel. 

The Sixtieth Coast Artillery (AA) arrived at Camp Stotsenburg for its an- 
nual preliminary and record firing. This includes firing by machine guns and 
3" guns on sleeve targets and elso search-light practice. The schedule will 
cover about 75 hours of day and night flying. 

The past Seturday and Sunday was a Cavalry week-end, the 26th Cavalry giv- 
ing the first of a series of weck-end entertainments for the other members of 
the Cemp. Among the entertainments were a cavalry review, nolo game, dance, 
tea dance, and golf tournament, the golf tournament being between the 25 leading 
Caloocan players, a civilian country club of Manila, and the officers of Camp 
Stotsenburg. Among the 25 Stotsenburg players were seven officers from Clark 
Field... 

The Stotsenburg team won the tournament. 

General Holbrook, the Commanding General of Camp Stotsenburg, accompanied 
by Lieut. McMullen, Major Walton and Licut. Mills, made two very interesting 
and extensive flights during the past month. On the first flight of 3 hours 
15 minutes the area in vicinity of Manila Bay and as far north as Caranglan was 
covered. On the second flight of 3 hours, 35 minutes the west coast of Luzon 
from Lingayen Gulf to Subic Bay was covered. General Holbrook was able to get 
an excellent idea of the country flown over and recalled several routes which 
he had covered on the ground during his previous service in the Philippines. 





Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I. 





Second Observation Squadron: Kindley Field and the Second Observation 
Squadron passed a very creditable inspection before the Inspector General, Phil- 
ippine Department, on Sept. 28th. Excellent appearance and discipline of per- 
sonnel, condition of materiel, the gencral avpearance of the post and the high 
morale of the command came in for speciel mention in his official report. 

Three of our officers are on leave this month enjoying a respite from the 
vast year's close application to their manifold duties. Lieut. Mollison is 
spending thirty days on a jaunt through China. Lieut. and Mrs. Hodges are mak- 
ing the best of forty days! leave feasting their eyes :on the strange sights and 
customs of China and Japan, while Lieut. Patrick left here on the 23rd with an 
armful of guns and the avowed intention of making the tigers of Siam either hunt 
cover or submit to the sole alternative of adorning his den. 

The foreign service tour of the Harbor Defense Commander, Brigadier-General 
Frenk M. Caldwell, U.S.A. expires with the sailing of the December transport and 
as a memento of his many flying houts with the Second Observation Squadron, the 
officers of Kindley Field are presenting him with a highly polished hub of a 
Douglas World Cruiser propeller bearing an approprietely engraved metal plate. 
General Caldwell has always displayed much interest in flying, seldom failing 
to grasp an op .ortunity for a hop, and it is the hope of the command that if, 
in later days, this souvenir revives pleasant memories of flights at Kindley 
Field, he will know that these flights were equally enjoyable to the pilots with 
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the Generel a © pe'ssenger. 

Two Nevy Douglas's frort the J.S.S. "Jason paid as a fleeting visit on the 
13th and, shortly. after their arrival, were joined by a Vought Corsair, from tne 
U.S.S. "Richmond". tS G : 

“Wot a roller!" "What does the brrometer say?" "Oh, Lawdy, what's happenin! 
to the ramp?" "Hear that wind howl.""What! Another typhoon signel up?" "Look ay 
"er rain." "Wonder if the roof ‘11 stay on?" . "Brealg out the candles - the pdwer 
line's dow!" 

Such was the type of indoor sport which replaced all flying‘and outdoor ac- 
tivities from the 4th to the 11th. 

Chief among the recent eonstruction projects of the Ficld was the pet ramp 


-for the launching and landing of the Amphibian planes on their own wheels, and ?:, 


worked beautifully, the ducks humming their way up the incline from the water t: 


- the vetio. only turnine uo. about 850 R.P.M., until the typhoon kicked the ocean :: 


the panis or somewhere in the mid-riffs,. and it, in turn, took its revenge on 
the ramp bytcarrying away some twentyxyfive yards off its site and: sinking it. 
However, as all things must end, so ended the stormy season. 

The ram is back in its plece and the Amphibians Reve since added an apnorox 
imate aggregate of thirty-five hours to their flying time. Preparations are wWe.: 
under way for. the anruai aerial gunnery and bombing practice; the Army and Wavy. 
maneuvers and, in general, the usual busy season following upon the summer's wird 
and rain. co ba ne ct} 

Captain Lawrence P, Hickey of Cemp Nichols, arrived on the 24th for a week 
of temoorary duty in connoction. with inspection of airplane radio installations 
During his stey, Ceptain Mickey was the hovse guest of Lieut. Meloy. 

ee guests during. tre:month included Mrs. C.%,. Howard, Captain and Mr:. 
Dudley B.-Howard, Lieut,’ and Mrs: ‘B.E. Gates and Lieut. Goodrich; Lieut. and Mrs. 
Hez McClellan, of Camp Nichole nnd Commander and Mrs. Cooke, of the Navy. 

As ‘was expected, Kindley Bield kept a clean slate in basketball dnd emerge: 
as Champions of he Detac hment, League with eight: wins end no losses. 

The, baseball’ season is on " and 'Kindley Field is getting together a team that 
will meet and. beat any cf them. The boys are practicing hard and Lieut. Meloy 
is fighting for a gocd share in the use of the Coast Artillery diamond at Top- 
Side. Lieut. Meloy is very enthusiastic eahout the team and its prospects, whic} 
enthusiasm together with his no mean playing ability, injects the mich needed 
spirit of .the thing into the -geme. That Lieut. Meloy's aggregation will wallop 
the ball into -anéther chempionship there is ‘Litthe room for doubt. 





Rockwell Air Denot, Coronedo,- Celif., Deceaber 5th. 


A concerted effort is being made to beautify the erounds of the Depot. An 
interest has been created. and employees are bringing may choice slips and cut+ 
tings which are being plented. The a Air Station ws also very generous in 
sup2lying nwrerous plants and cuttings. The Superintencoat of Balboa Park and 
the Park Commission of the City of cae are ccopera’ ing, and in the cm urse * 
a few weeks it is hoped that Rocx well Ficld will present an appearance of which 
we may all be vroud. 

Within a very short time a new gasoline truck will be in operation on the 
line. The tank is now being mounted on a F, W. D. chassis, and airplanes will 
be gerviced with gasoline, oil and water by pressure, which will be a decided 
improvement. : 

A comfort station is being constructed as an addition to the Onerations 
Office. i. 

Major H.B. Clagett, with four passengers, arrived from Crissy Field on 
Nov. 22nd in a Douglas Transport via Visalia, and departed the following morning 
via Clover Field and Visalia. 

Major G.C. Brant and Crptain W.C.-Ocker arrived Nov. 22nd in a Douglas 02-. 
plane from Crissy Ficld via Clover Field. Majcr Prant returned the following 
afternoon to Clover Field, while Ceptain Ocker remained until November eoth, 
when he returned to Crissy Field via March Field. 








Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., December 17th. 





While there has been the usual amount ef flying between this Depot, March: 
and Clover Fields, nothing unusual has trangpired;. no celebrities visited the 
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Depot and things are running along quietly, with a large amount of repair work 
ahead in the shans. , 

The interior of the Operetions Office has been redecorated and the desks 
hove been scraped) and varnished. Shrubs end plants have been set out around 
the Operations building and everything in general "on the line" has an improved 
ansearance. A rest room has been constructed adjoining the Operations Office. 
Department heads, Superintendents and Yoremen have cooperated in the improvement 
program, and the immediate vicinity of cach department has taken on a brighter 
apoearance. Several huncreé shruts and trees have been secured from the Naval 


Air Station through the courtesy of the Commanding Officer thereof. An endezwr 


is being mede to institute a nrogram of improvement which will be in keeping with 
the pormonent cstablishment crontemoleted by the Air Corps Five Year Exornsisn 
Progrom. 
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